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T  O    H  I  S 

GRACE  the  Duke 
of  Nerpcajlle^ 

One  of  His  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretaries  of 
State. 

My  LORD,^ 

THE  Subjeds  of  the 
following  Sheets 
being  of  the  higheft  Im- 
portance to  this  Nation, 

I  hope 


DEDICATION. 

I  hope  Tour  Grace  will 
take  them  under  Your 
Patronage :  Herein  Your 
candid  and  generous  Spi- 
rit will  have  great  Room 
to  difplay  itfelf. 

As  there  is  not  ^nyEng- 
lip  Nobleman,  who  has 
contributed  more  to  the 
prefent  Eftablilhment  of 
the  State,  than  Your 
Grace,  I  doubt  not  but 
the  Landed  Intereft , 
(which  we  have  treated 
of  in  the  beft  Manner 
we  could,)  fome  of  the 
chief  Supports  of  it,  will 
meet  with  Your  Favour. 

I  flat- 


DEDICATION. 

I  flatter  myfelf  that 
Your  knovon  Influence  and 
Abilities  in  the  Briti/h 
Senate  will  be  exerted 
in  ferving  the  Engliflj 
Landholders  :  Such  an 
Exercife  of  Your  Power 
will  be  an  agreeable  Con- 
tinuance of  Your  Kind- 
nefs  to  the  Publick. 

From  Foljloj7,  in  J    y^yn 

^cmhrokepire  '  . 

1735. 

Tour  GraceV  mofi  obedient^ 
and  mofi  humble  Ser^anty 


iLLiAM  Allen. 


THE 

PREFACE. 

WHEN  any  Branch  of  Trade 
has  been  dechning,  fome 
generous  Spirited  Man  or  other, 
or  fome  Hireling  Writer^  has  com- 
monly endeavoured  to  reftore  it 
to  its  former  Profperity. 

When  the  Intereft  of  our  Land- 
ed Men  is  under  Diftrefs,  it  fel- 
dom  meets  with  the  fame  good 
Fortune.  What  to  impute  it  to 
/may,  perhaps,  be  too  tender  a 
Point  tor  (^)  fome  Sort  of  pru- 


{a)  Thofc  who  arc  afraid  of  menrionin<;  a  Publick: 
I'ault,  through  a  Fear  of  orfcnding  the  Publick. 

dent 
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dent  Men  to  difcover  -,  however, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  (as  Truth 
cannot  give  any  jujl  Offence,)  it 
is  to  an  Ignorance  of  our  Con- 
ftitution  and  Landed  Intereft, 
or  to  Gentlemen  of  Judgment 
fuff^ering  Fadion,  or  Abftrule  and 
Curious,  more  than  (^)  Prac- 
tical Parts  of  Science  to  ingrofs 
their  Time.  The  firft  Sort  of 
Knowledge  capacitates  the  Mind 
to  judge  of  Things  with  more 
Depth  and  Accuracy,  than  it  could 
otherwife.  But  what  Seneca  faid 
of  the  Syftems  in  The  Art  of 
Reafoning^  That  they  ought  to 
be  looked  into,  but  not  conftant- 
ly  followed,  is  properly  applica- 
ble to  fuch  Purfuits.  I  wilh  that 
thofe,  who  have  a  Capacity  to 
ferve    their   Country,    may  pafs 


(<»)  All  the  Hints  and  Difcourfes  I  have  feen  con- 
cerning the  Landed  Intereft,  are  falfc  Lights. 


jud 
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juft  Refledions  on  luch  Diflte- 
rences.  Our  young  Gentlemen, 
who  delight  in  Readins;  and 
Meditation,  commonly  employ 
themfelves  in  Matiiematicks  and 
Philofophy  ,  when  they  arrive  at 
Manhood,  the  Pleafure,  which 
Cuftom  has  caufed,  hood- winks 
them  from  obfervins^  thoie  Me- 
thods  and  Studies,  which  would 
enable  them  to  do  Jocial  A6ls  of 
Kindnefs  to  their  Countrymen. 
Searching  after,  and  laying  down 
PradHcal  Tlans  for  the  Good  of 
their  Brethren,  would  be  a  happier 
Way  of  giving  an  Account  of 
thole  Talents  and  Leifure  Provi- 
dence blelTes  them  with.  It  would 
rejoice  me  more  to  benefic  tne 
Community  I  am  a  Member  of, 
than  to  know  all  the  Propoiirions 
and  Problems  of  Lock  and  New- 
ton, 

a  In 
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In  this  Book  I  have  endeavoui> 
ed  to  advance  the  Interefl  ot  our 
Landholders ,  and  have  fhewn 
the  NecefTity  of  adminiftring  Re- 
lief to  them.  I  have  not  avoid- 
ed Labour  in  weighing  and  re- 
volving the  (everal  Pofitions  there- 
in ;  the  Benefit  of  Converjeition., 
Ohfervation  and  Readings  accor- 
ding to  my  Capacity,  has  not 
been  wantin^;.  It  havini^  been 
my  Opinion,  tnat  a  general  Know- 
ledge of  Trade  is  conducive  to 
a  ridit  Underllandins;  of  their 
InterelT,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
be  tolerably  well  verfed  in  it,  at 
leaft  fo  fur  as  was  proper  for  the 
prefent  Occafion. 

The  Knowledge  of  National 
Interefts  and  Trade  is  not  ac- 
quired eafily,  even  by  Men  of 
good  Judgments.     It  is  not  fuf- 

fceuc 
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ficient  to  draw  lound  Confe- 
quences  from  a  fevr  Preinifles, 
(which  is  only  neceilary  in  moll 
fpeculative  Things).  There  muft 
be  an  extenfive  Acquaintance  Pro 
and  Con.  with  a  Multitude  of 
Particulars,  an  accurate  h:.ipedd- 
on  of  Conveniences  and  Incon- 
veniences ;  otherwife  imprudent 
Rejolnttons  will  be  often  formed. 

An  over  great  Regard  for  Men 
of  Learning  ,  and  (if  we  believe 
fome,)  a  natural  Precipitancy  of 
Judgment,  (whicli  is  owing  to 
the  fame  Sort  of  Spirits  winch 
give  Englifhmen  the  Advantage 
of  uncommon  Courage)  -,  I  fay 
thefe  tw^o  Things  make  us  think 
often  too  weii  of  wiiac  fome 
Men  of  Learning  have  wrote  on 
Trade. 

a  z  Men 
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Men  of  this  Compledlion  da 
not  often  deceive  us,  for  deceiv- 
ing fake,  but  becaufe  they  are 
deceived.  A  certain  Prelate  faid, 
that  fome  Men  are  thought  to 
write  well  on  any  Subjed  they  un- 
dertake, becaufe  they  are  able  to 
write  well  on  fome  other  Things 
All  Perfons  write  and  talk  befl 
about  thoie  Afiairs  they  have  the 
greateft  Intimacy  Vv^ith:  And,  in 
my  Judgment  ,  the  compleat 
Knowledge  ot  Trade,  (fc-  re- 
quires as  much  Labour  and  At- 
tention as  cmj  of  the  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

The  Profundity  of  Philofophy 
may  be  bewildred  in  the  Cun- 
ning and  By-Paths  of  Bufinefs. 
As  there  is  certanily  fo  much 
Difficulty  in  Tilings  of  this  Kind, 
pardon  me,  (my  ileader)  in  fay- 
ing 
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ing,  you  ought  to  have  fome  of 
the  like  Skill  before  you  con- 
demn what  is  herein  advanced ; 
if  not,  \nfome  of  your  Cenfures, 
you  will  judge  no  better  than  a 
blind  Man  can  of  Colours.  I 
frankly  own  feveral  of  my  firft 
and  fecond  Thoughts  have  been 
wrongly  grounded,  till  reite- 
rated Reflec5tion  has  fet  them 
right. 

If  there  are  yet  Errors  in  this 
Performance,  I  wifh  they  may 
meet  with  the  fame  happy  Fate. 
Oh  glorious  Truth,  thou  oaghc'ft 
always  to  prevail !  But  here  is  the 
Misfortune;  a  Philofopher  fays 
Truth  (efpecially  in  Political  and 
National  Affairs,)  lies  in  a  deep 
Well,  and  is  hard  to  be  come  at. 
The  various  Degrees  of  Plaufibi- 
lity,  and  Shews  of  Truth  on 
both  Sides,  m  Paiiiamenrary  Af- 
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fairs,  encoura2;e  a  crreat  Diffidence 
in  judging  ot  Things  or  a  Na- 
tional Concern.  Des  Cartes  in 
his  Treatife  De  Methodo^  (joined 
to  his  other  Works,)  is  very  Fond 
of  Diftruft  in  Judgment,  as  an 
extraordinary  Qiialification  to- 
wards true  Reafoning.  I  think  it 
is  an  excellent  Book  for  fuch  an 
Art ;  but  I  cannot  fay  I  approve 
of  that  Rule  fo  eminently  as  he 
does. 

The  Corn  Affair  being  the  Sub- 
je(5t  oi  the  moft  hiiportance  to  the 
Generality  ot  Landlords  and  Te- 
nants ,  1  have  ftudied  it  with 
the  urmofl:  Alliduity  and  Exad:- 
nefs  I  could,  and  hope  it  will  not 
be  liable  to  many  well  grounded 
Objections :  There  being  no  Pro- 
bability of  advancing  the  Cattle 
Trade  mucli,  for  Reafons  here- 
after affigned.  I  have  thrown  to- 
4  get  her 
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<Tether  only  a  few  curfory  Reflec- 


tions concerning  it. 


The  Reflections  herein  on  War, 
Treaties,  Money,  Taxes,  ^c,  are, 
I  hope,  confonant  to  Reafon ;  I 
trufl:  all  impartial  Men  will  think 
them  fo. 

It  is  not  poflible  but  fome  of 
our  Pofitions  will  give  Offence  to 
fome,  who  feek  their  particular 
Interefl:,  preferably  to  the  gene- 
ral Good  of  the  Nation.  If  (a) 
Objed:ions  are  raifed  by  fuch,  they 
will  have  but  little  Weight  with 
thofe  who  examine  Things  with 
Penetration  and  Accuracy. 
\ 

All  that  I  have  to  obferve  far- 
ther is,  that  if  the  Grecians  did 


(a)  In  all  Political  Dcbato'j  it  is  eafy  to  talk  mucli 
C3  ATi^  Side. 


not 
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not  adl  wrongly  in  favouring  Au- 
thors, who  (a)  endeavoured  to 
contribute  to  the  Profperity  of 
their  Country,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
that  thefe  Sheets  will  meet  with 
the  Indulgence  of  my  Country- 
men. 


(<*)  This  was  Candour   and   Greatnefs   of  Nature, 
worthy  of  the  Imitation  of  all  Nations. 


WAYS 


in 


WAYS  and  MEANS 

To  P.AISE  the 

Value  of  LAND.  Sco 


CHAP.     I. 

Confiderations  on  the  Reajonable- 
nefs  and  Necejjity  of  Ad^van- 
cing  the  Farming  Interejl ',  far- 
tictilarly  the  Corn  Tirade, 

TH  E  Intereft  of  our  Britijlj  Land- 
holdefs  has  been  declining  feveral 
Years  laft  paft.  It  has  been  a  ge- 
neral Obfervation,  that  Rents  have 
been  finking,  and  Tenants  unable  to  make 
as  good  Payments  as  formerly,  even  in  Coun- 
ties where  there  is  the  greateft  Circulation 
of  Money,  the  Maritime  ones,  and  thofc 
near  the  capital  Cities  of  the  Kingdom. 

B  k% 


As  this  is  too  well  known  to  be  their  Cafe, 
they  deferve  the  Attention  and  Favour  of 
our  Legifiature :  It  is  proper  they  (hould 
make  a  tolerable  Intcreft  of  their  Money,  as 
well  as  Adventurers  in  other  Bufinefles  j 
which  few  of  them  do,  who  have  not  en- 
joyed their  Bargains  {a)  Twenty  Years,  or 
a  longer  Time. 

Though  Grain  has  born  a  good  Price  late- 
ly, it  has  not  been  bzgb  enough  for  fuch  Pur- 
pofes,  nor  for  making  them  Satisfaction  for 
their  Lofs  in  the  Years  preceding  this  Year 
and  the  lafl.  On  the  Suppofition  that  Bar- 
ley, Peafe  and  Oats  had  fold  as  dear  as 
Wheat  (I  mean  in  Proportion)  they  would 
have  been  now  in  a  tolerable  Condition  ;  but 
the  Cafe  has  been  otherwife  ;  the  Price  of 
thofe  Grains  this  Year  and  laft  has  been  too 
low  :  Before  they  can  pay  their  Kents^  &c. 
(which  are  generally  high)  Wheat  of  mid- 
ling  Goodnefs  ought,  I  think,  to  fell  for 
about  Four  Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
JVinchejic)\  not  in  a  few  Places,  but  through- 
out the  Kingdom.  Barley  for  Half  a  Crown, 
Peafe  Two  Shillings  and  Three-pence,  and 
Oars  Eighteen-pence  per  Wincheficr.  I  know 
in  former  Times  lefs  Prices  were  fufficient  3 
but  as  Circumftances  alter,  the  fame  Thing 
is  altered.  Let  it  not  be  thought  there  is  no 
NeccfHty  to  fupport  and  add  to  the  prefent 


(^.t)  Lands  nrc  much  dearer  now. 

Prices 
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Prices  of  Grain,  becaufe  Wheat  has  been  fo 
high,  and  higher  in  fome  of  the  principal 
Cities  of  the  Kingdom  ^  for  the  other  Grains 
have  generally  been  fold  for  much  lower 
Prices  than  the  above,  (for  much  of  them 
has  not  been  exported).  And  Wheat  this 
Year  and  laft  never  mounted  (^)  yet,  in 
fome  of  the  (h^  extreme  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom, to  above  Three  Shillings  and  Eight- 
pence  per  IVinchcJicr  j  Barley  is  now  fold  in 
the  Weft  of  England  for  Two  Shillings  per 
IVmcheJler  [Bufhel].  It  has  been  Icfs  there 
this  Year,  and  very  low  in  other  Places, 
Prices  are  often  much  higher  fifty  Miles 
round  London  than  elfewhere  ;  which  in- 
duces feveral  great  Men  to  think  the  Coun- 
trymen live  better  than  they  really  do. 
Country  Meafures  (which  are  frequently 
larger  than  the  tVinchefier^  or  legal  Bufhels) 
contribute  farther  to  fuch  Miftakes.  Corn 
Farms  (Timber,  Iron,  Harveft  People,  and 
Servants  [weighty  Articles  of  Expencc]  be- 
ing jniicb  dearer  than  in  former  Times)  wilJ 
not  yield  Rifficient  Profit  to  the  Occupiers  of 
them,  unlefs  they  can  have  fuch  Prices  ^ 
particularly  as  Cattle,  Pigs,  Sheep,  Butter 
and  Cheefe,  are  now  near  one  Third  Part 
cheaper  than  formerly,  and  what  is  called  a 
Living  Price.     If  what  is  faid  about  the  Ex- 


(a)  fanuary  I.  7  ■'^4-5. 
-  {b)  In   Per/zbyokcjlore,   a   County  which  produces  v^ft 
Q^iantirics  of    VViiear,    (and   otlier   Grain")    wliich   is 
very   good  ;    for   tiic    farmers  commonly  low   Evglljl) 
Seed  yearly. 

B  2  pence 
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pence  of  Farming,  being  greater  then  for-, 
merly,  is  confidercd,  it  muft  be  allowed  (by 
thofe  who  undcrftand  Country  Affairs)  that 
a  Tenant  in  a  Corn  Farm  muft  make  near 
three  Rents  and  an  Half  of  his  Tenement 
(befides  4  Refervation  of  Seed-Corn  for  the 
following  Year,  to  enable  him  to  live  as  he 
(a)  oifght^  and  that  one  of  thofe  Rents  fhould 
arife  from  the  Stock  and  Dairy  Profit  [there 
are  fome  fmall  Variations  in  Etigland^  Wales. 
and  Scotland  j  but  my  Calculation  is  in  the 
general]  ;  a  duo  Weighing  of  the  Additional 
Expsnces<y  with  the  Abatement  in  Profits^  will 
prevent  the  Prices ,  I  mentioned ,  Icing 
thought  very  unreafonable.  It  may  not  be 
much  amifs  to  obferve  here,  (becaufe  feve-r 
ral  eminent  Perfons  have  another  Way  ot 
Thinking)  that  Counties  remote  from  Lou- 
don^ and  other  great  Cities,  fhould  not  at 
any  Time  be  {ubje6t  to  a  new  Valuation  of 
their  Lands,  to  make  them  bear  more  Taxes  5 
for  they  cannot  have  the  advanced  Prices 
always  for  their  Goods  (reconfider  the  In- 
ftances  already  quoted)  as  the  other  Coun- 
ties have  J  the  Price  of  Carriage  and  dri- 
ving muft  be  deduced.  High  Prices  aye  not 
as  foon  knoivn  in  remote  Places ,  Merchants 
and  Drovers  buy  commonly  near  thofe  Ci- 
ties, if  there  is  a  fufficient  Plenty.  There 
are  fcvcral  Exhortations  of  great  Value  often 


{it)  To  pay  his  Landlord's  Rent,  Tithe,  Manurc- 
mcnr,  ncccllary  out-goina;  Expcnccs  of  various  Kinds, 
and  a  rea/omble  Frovijion  for  his  Family. 

for 
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for  tivo  or  three  Months,  or  lefs,  on  Wars, 
and  Alarms  of  War  only^  at  other  Times  ^ 
alfo  iuucb  Buying  of  Meat^  &c.  to  Vidual 
our  own  Men  of  War  on  the  like  Alarms  ; 
and  in  a  War,  Counties  near  London  fell 
more  by  felling  firft  ,  and  afterwards  with 
the  reft  j  and  if  they  do  not  go  on,  have 
in  a  Manner  the  whole  Advantage  thereof. 
If  Things  are  very  plentiful  and  cheap  near 
thofe  Cities,  Merchants  will  not  deal  far 
abroad,  without  much  Abatement  on  the 
Part  of  the  Sellers.  As  the  above  cafual 
Advantages  happen  often,  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
it  is  more  Profitable  to  have  Lands  near  thofe 
Cities,  than  elfcwhere.  As  the  remote  Parts, 
except  a  fe-iv  ^oiiuns,  have  very  little  Trade 
or  Money  -,  and  as  there  is  annually  a  great 
Deal  of  Money  brought  up  to  London,  by 
Reafon  that  their  chief  Gentry  refide  moft- 
ly  there,  by  the  Return  of  the  Excife-Money 
and  Land-Tax-i  (vaft  Sums,  confidering  their 
Poverty,)  it  would  be  a  ready  Way  in  a  Ihort 
Courfe  of  Time  to  bring  thofe  Countries  to  a 
Paper-Coin  only,  which  would  End  in  their 
Ruin,  and  the  Abolifhing  of  all  Commerce 
among  them.  Do  thofe  Perfons  argue  rea- 
fonably,  who  fay  they  ought  to  Pay  in  Pro- 
portion, as  well  as  the  other  Counties,  for 
their  Protection  ?  No,  all  Perfons  and 
Counties  ought  only  to  pay  in  Proportion  to 
their  Advantages,  and  all  other  Circumftan- 
ce*-,  according  to  (^)  Geometrical,   not  A- 

ia)  A  Diftinaion  of  Moralifta. 

rith- 
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rithmetical  Proportions.  Befides,  wc  may 
fuppole  the  Commiflioners  in  the  poor  ones 
were  as  Virtuous,  confequently  as  Juft  and 
Honourable  on  their  Oaths,  as  the  reft,  when 
the  Valuations  were  made:  And  if  fo,  the 
pre  Pent  Favour,  the  poor  Counties  enjoy  in 
their  Taxes,  may  be  owing  to  Improvements 
of  their  Rentals,  rather  than  to  Indulgence 
Ihewn  them.  In  poor  Counties  at  a  Diftance 
from  fuch  Cities,  there  are  few  Methods  oP 
laying  out  their  [mail  Stocks  of  Money^  but  in 
Land  Improvements  ;  particularly  that  great 
one  Hedging.  What  may  be  feen  in  South- 
Wales  is  fome  Confirmation  of  this  Argu- 
ment. From  Milford  to  Briftol^  there  are 
more  Inclofures  than  from  Bath  to  Litch- 
field,  or  from  Bath  or  G  lone  eft  er  to  London. 
It  would  therefore  be  very  unreafonable  (as 
Land  is  the  chief  Support  of  the  Ejiglifh 
Crown)  to  punifh  Improvers  of  Land  by 
impofing  additional  Taxes,  to  relieve  them 
who  negk^ied  the  Melioration  of  their  Lands. 

Perfons  near  fuch  Cities  have  likewife 
more  Opportunities,  and  a  greater  Variety 
of  Methods  to  employ  their  Money  to  the 
Advantage  of  themfelves  and  Families,  than 
the  others  have.  Among  them  many  are 
the  Inftances  of  fmall  Stocks  of  Money  be- 
ing increafed  into  large  ones  •  but  few  among 
the  others.  As  it  is  generally  thought  a 
Duty  or  Tax  on  our  Funds  would  be  un- 
juft,  bccaufe  they  are  otherwife  fettled  by 
Parliamentary  Authority,  and  the  Proprie- 
tors of  them  purchafed  their  Shares  therein 

uith- 
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uithout  any  ylpprchenfion  of  fuch  Taxes  ever 
being  laid  on  them  ^  fo  it  would  in  like  Man- 
ner be  unjuft  to  add  to  our  Land-Tax  in  fuch 
diftant  Counties ;  for  the  Purchafers  of  E- 
ftates  in  fuch  Counties,  fince  the  Land-Tax 
Adt  of  Settlement,  (which  when  made  was 
thought  to  be  as  immutable  as  the  Laws  of 
the  Mcdes  and  Perfians^)  gave  the  full  Value 
for  their  Purchafes ;  Rates,  ^c.  being  con- 
fidered  as  they  then  were,  without  expe^ing 
new  Valuations.  Can  any  one  think  that  a 
Purchafer  would  give  the  fame  Sum  for 
Lands  which  are  to  be  higher  valued  (per- 
haps two  Thirds  more)  than  when  he  bought 
them,  as  he  would  in  Cafe  they  were  al- 
ways to  remain  the  fame,  and  the  Sanftion 
of  Parliament  inviolable  ?  ^he  Nccejfity  ^ 
which  the  Government  is  often  under  of 
raifing  and  falling  Taxes,  is  fo  manifefily 
different  from  altering  the  Valuation  (men- 
tioned) of  Lands,  that  it  would  be  mifpent 
Time  to  explain  it. 

To  refume  the  Corn  Affair  j  if  any  would 
fuggeft,  that  the  late  low  Prices  were  owing 
to  JPlenty,  he  would  miftake  ^  for,  excepting 
the  two  Tears  laft  paji,  there  have  been  no 
general  good  Crops  :  I  do  not  deny  but  one 
where  or  other.  Grain  is  plentiful  every 
Year. 

The    flourifhing  Condition  of  the  landed 
Intereft  fnpports  all  trades  :  Mofi  I'rades  now, 
except   thofe    which  fupply  Luxury  ^    thofe 
of  Gold  and  Silver  Smiths,  Lacemen,  Vint- 
ners, 
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hers,  Painters,  Dealers  in  Silks,  Veli'etsi 
and  high-priced  Cloths  (which  the  tmaccount' 
able  Luxury  and  Emulation  among  our  Peo- 
ple encourage  and  fupport,)  are  under  aJi 
apparent  Decay ,  which  is  not  only  proved 
by  the  general  Declarations  of  Tradefmen^ 
but  by  too  many  Inftances  of  Bankruptcy 
among  them.  I  wifh  1  could  fay  the  prefent 
Times  were  not  the  worft.  Our  Exports 
are  perhaps  as  great  as  formerly ;  whence 
then  all  this  Complaint  ?  Our  Farmers  are 
worfe  Ciijlomers  than  formerly  ;  Neceflity  has 
obliged  them  to  more  Carefulnefs  and  Fru^ 
gality  in  laying  out  their  Money,  than  they 
were  accuftomed  to  in  better  Times.  The 
Home  Confumption  of  our  Manufadures  is 
much  greater  than  our  Exportation  ,  judge 
then  how  largely  the  landed  Man  deals  in 
them.  Now,  if  his  Income  leffens,  he  becomes 
a  worfe  Oijiomer  to  ^radefmen  than  he  would 
otherwife  he.  I  have  known  Tradefmen  of 
a  middling  Clafs  obferve  that  their  Sale  Ac- 
cdunts  were  too  well  acquainted  with  thofe  Sorts 
of  I'ruths  5  nay,  in  the  cheap  Years,  I  have 
heard  them  fay^  they  wifhed  the  Price  of  Grain 
high. 

Thofe  who  infer  that  our  Trade  in  gene- 
ral flourifhes,  becaufe  they  fee  fcveral  Bran- 
ches of  it  in  fuch  a  Condition,  have  been  too 
inadvertent  in  their  Inquiries,  to  fay,  as  fome 
of  them  do,  that  the  prefent  Lownefs  of  In- 
tereft  Money  does  abfolutely  prove  fo  much, 
may  be  wrong:  Now  Money,  except  in  thofe 
Counties  that  arc  within  Sixty  or  Seventy 
a  Miles 


[9] 


Allies  of  London^  is  not  /;/  general  to  be  ob- 
tained  at  low  Interefl",    not   under  four  per 
Cent,    and   a  Mortgage  for  it  ^    and  then   it 
muft  be  in  ^  Maritime  Coimty-i  or  near  a  great 
Trading  Toivn.     Vaft  Sums  of  Money  at  L'm- 
don^   got   by  South-Sea,   Stock-Jobbing,    c?r. 
being  in   few  Hands,    lower  the  Intcefi-  of 
Money  there  ;    perhaps  above  rwo  Thirds  of 
the  Nation's  Cafh  are   the  Property  of  thof© 
who   refide  in  and   about  that  City.     Low 
IntereiV   may   be  owing  fometimes  to  great 
Stocks  of  Money  drawn  out  of  Trade,  which 
would  no  longer  encourage  adventuring  far- 
ther in   it.     If  any  Branches  of  our  Trade, 
or  Merchandife  fliould  continue  making  im- 
proper  Interefts   for   Money   laid   out,   (and 
thereby  Money  comes  into  Hand)   that  Mo- 
ney would,  when  it  fought  a   Marker,  (by 
a  farther  Plenty  of  Coin  for  fuch  an  Ufl^) 
lower,  as  all  Plenties  commonly  do,  the  In- 
tereft  of  Money  on  Tand.     If  a  Million  or 
two   of  Money,  which  ufed  to  be  employed 
in  Trade,  could  now  no  longer  be  ufed  that 
Way,    it  would    be  oiferM   landed    Men  at 
a  lower  Rate,  than  what  thofe  of  them,  who 
borrow  Money  now,  pay  for  Jntereft.    What 
Otherwije  could  he  done  with  the  greatefl  Part 
of  it  ?     If  larger  Sums  came  in  like  Manner 
into  Hand,  it  would  ftill  lower  Intereft  Mo- 
ney  further.      Thefe    Confiderations    prove 
that  an  Abatement,  (a  great  one)  as  well  as 
an  Advancement   in   Trade,  will  lefTen  In- 
tereft. 

C   .  I  know 
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I  know  the  Commotions  and  Ravages  of 
contending  Armies  in  Poland  will  be  ofFer'd 
as  Arguments  to  prove,  that  Farmers  will  of 
Courfe  have  better  Times,  without  Relief 
of  Parliament.  Now  I  allow  there  is  fome, 
but  at  this  Juncture  no  great  IVeight  in  fuch 
Cbfcrvations.  To  fay  the  Dutch  ufed  to 
fend  about  600  Ships,  according  to  (^) 
Iluet^  every  Year  to  the  Baltick  for  Corn  j 
and  that  they  were  fupplied  out  of  Poland^ 
becaufc  a  great  many  of  them  loaded  at 
Dantzickj  is  falfe  as  to  the  latter  Part  of  the 
AiTertion  ;  for  a  great  Deal  of  Corn  comes 
to  Dantznkj  befides  Pol^JJj  Corn. 

The  late  Accounts  of  Shipping  Corn  from 
that  City  are  too  great  now,  whatfoever 
they  might  have  been  in  former  Ages.  Thofe 
two  laft  great  Wars  may  have  altered  the 
Quantities  confiderably.  A  Merchant  who 
refided  feveral  Years  in  that  City,  has  {b) 
given  us  lately  an  Account  of  the  Corn  (all 
Grains)  commonly  exported  from  thence  ; 
which  he  fays  is  at  a  Medium,  one  Year  with 
another,  about  40,000  Lafls,  every  Laft 
containing  60  Bnjjjcls,  which  make  only 
3005000  Quarters,  and  this  he  makes  rather 
under,  than  over  the  real  ^lantity.     He  finds 


(/i)  In  his  Account  of  the  Dutch  Trade. 

{h)  In  an  Account  of  Vantzickf  lately  publiHicd 


fault 
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Fault  with  the  (a")  EngliJJj  Athis,  for  gi- 
ving the  other  Accounts.  Authors  of  ficb 
general  Books  cannot  always  have  good  Antho- 
vity  for  what  they  write.  The  Alerchant's 
Account  feems  to  be  juftified  by  the  deplora- 
ble State  of  that  Nation,  owing  to  the  lafl 
War.  It  has  been  obferved  by  good  Autho- 
rity, that  before  the  prefent  War  Half  their 
Farms  were  untilled  and  unhusbanded.  What 
but  fuch  a  Condition  could  be  the  Cojife- 
quence  of  the  laft  long  War  in  that  King- 
dom ?  If  a  Parifh,  County  or  Nation  has 
the  Misfortune  of  having  their  Houfes, 
Goods,  Granaries  and  Corn  Fields  deftroy- 
ed,  the  Generality  of  the  Inhabitants  will 
be  incapacitated  to  renew  their  Tillage  ^ 
efpecially  when  fuch  Kind  of  Miferies  fre- 
quently happen,  which  mull:  have  been  the 
Cafe  in  fo  long  a  War  as  that  was.  The 
Intereft  of  Money  in  that  Kingdom  is  Four- 
teen per  Cent,  which  muft  be  another  Reafon 
of  the  tmrejiored  State  of  their  Husbandry. 

Denmark  and  Kujfia^  being  now  in  Fro- 
fperity,  raife  large  Quantities  of  Grain  for 
Exportation,  to  our  Detriment.  Pomcrauiay 
which  is  a  very  fruitful  Country^  and  uninjur'd 
by  the  Swedifh  Wars,  will  have  its  Share  in 
our  Corn-Markets  abroad.  This  Country 
is  large-i  as  well  as  fruitful:  It  is  waOied  by 
the  Baltick  Sea,  200  Miles  in  length. 

(<i)  From  whence  our  News  Writers  fccmed  to  be 
furniflied  with  their  extraordinary  Compurations  of 
Corn  fliippcd  from  thence. 

C  2  f landers 
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Flanders   being  now  in  (^)  Peace,    and   a 
Country  where  a  great  Deal  of  Money  and 
good    Management   abounds,     efpecially    as 
the  Inhabitants  are  accounted  the  hefl  Farm" 
ers  in  the.  World,  irinft  rob  us  of  a  great  many 
of  our.  Markets.     I  have  feen  it  noted  in  fome 
Accounts  of  this  Country,    that  the  Farm- 
ing, the  Meafuring  of  Corn,  in  the  City  of 
Ant-werp ,    formerly     was    fet   for    ioo,ooo 
Croivns  yearly.     As  w:^  n/ay   well  allow    vaft 
Quantities   of   Corn   to    be   fent   to    foreign 
Markets,  as  well  as   what  we  have  for  that 
Purpofe,  I  think  it  appears  by  what  has  been 
faid,  that  we  fl-iould  give  all  proper  Encou- 
ragement  to  our  exporting  Grain  ;    and  be 
jalways    Jealous    of   others    getting    foreign 
Markets  from  us. 

The  chief  Policy  of  a  Government  in  its 
Commerce  is,  to  fupport  that  Bufinefs  which 
is   not  only  Beneficial  in  itfelf,   but  Confe- 
quences.      The  Covn-Trade   being  a  bulky 
Commodity    profits  our  Navigation,    as   well 
as  our  Mdniifa^aros,  as  fignified  before  -,  and 
Foreigners  in  the  Prices  they  give  for  our 
Corn  do,  in   EfFed:,  pay  our  Freights.     Ire- 
land is  now,  by  Aci  of  Parliament,  enlarging 
its  Tillage  •    the  Landholders  here  are  com- 
pelled to  plough  certain  Quantities  of  Ground  ; 
and  if  the  Succefs    is  as  great  as  may    be 
reafonably  expeded,  it  will  be  our  Corn-'Trade's 


{b)  In  the  Inft  War  this  Country  was  free  from  Ra- 
vages and  Burnings,   the  Fate  of  Poland. 

Fuveral  5 
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Funeral ;    for   the   Plantations   have   already 
given  it  a  deadly  Stab,  by  fending  wonderful 
^^lantities   up   the  Streights,   and  to  Lisbon, 
formerly  Benefit  Places  to  us.    How  few  then 
muft   onr   Markets    be  ;    and   how    low   onv 
Prices  ?    Confequences    muft    enfue,    which 
Vfill   demand  the  Attention  of  every   Land- 
holder of  Britain.     As  Salt  is  very  cheap  in 
Ireland^  there  is  no  great  Expedation  of  the 
Farmers  getting  much  by  Cattle^  &c.  there- 
fore the  Legiflature,  with  Submiflion,  would 
do   well  to  think  of   proper  Means  to  raife 
and    preferve   the  Price  of  Corn,  as  before 
hinted  ;    particularly  as  there  have  been  fe- 
fvcral  thoufand  Acres  of  Wood-land  and  Sheep- 
If'alks  plowed  up  very  lately  :    To  turn  fuch 
Land  to  Sheep-Walks  again  would  be  avoid- 
ing Scyllaj  to  go  to  Charybdis.     I  have  feen  a 
great  Part  of  our  Kingdom^   and  have  made 
many  Obfervations   (according  to  the  beft  of 
my   Capacity)    on    the    {a^  I'rade  and  Hiif- 
handry  of  it  j    I  do  therefore  know  there  is 
inore  than  double  the  Land  under  Corn  now, 
than  formerly^    which  ought  to  increafe  our 
Concern   for  it,  as  the  Primiim  mobile  of  all 
our  Bnfineffes. 

I  have  feen  the  late  Accounts  of  Bounty 
Money  ;  and  have  fome  Reafon  to  believe 
they  are  not  greater  than  the  Bounties  for 
Corn  were,  when  England  had  fcveral  Milli- 


i_a)  If  I  had  any  Shafe  in  tho  Education  of  Gentle- 
men of  Figure,  I  ftiould  try  to  make  them  familiar 
Vvith  fuch  Sort  of  Obfervarions. 
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ons  of  Acres  lefs  under  Corn  than  tat  pre- 
fent.  The  Infpedior's  general  Accounts  fince 
1688.  will,  I  think,  warrant  what  I  fay. 
If  it  be  asked  then,  how  the  increafed 
Quantities  arc  confumed,  it  may  be  faid  fe- 
veral  Years  preceding  1733.  produced  [mail 
Crops,  through  unfeafonable  Sowing-Times, 
and  Summers  J  and  that  the  Produd  of  the 
Year  1733.  was,  with  fome  large  uncom- 
mon Exportations,  ufed  on  Account  of  our 
Ele6lions.  In  fome  Places  there  were,  be- 
tween all  Parties,  Six  or  Seven  thoufand 
Pounds  fpent  ;  in  fome  twenty  thoufand. 
Now  confidering  there  are  above  500  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  perhaps  it  would  be  a 
low  Calculation  to  fay  the  Malt,  Wheat, 
^c-  ufed  then,  amounted  to  800,000  Pounds 
Sterling.  There  cannot  be  any  Certainty 
in  fuch  Things  ,  however,  the  Sum  mufb 
have  been  very  great.  So  much  of  our  old 
Stock  being  ufed,  the  Corn  this  Year  muft 
fell  better  than  it  would,  if  the  (^d)  Ele6i:i- 
ons  had  not  happen'd.  The  Proh-ibitions  of 
Corn  in  Naples  and  Scicily^  and  bad  Crops 
in  Italy^  laft  Year  benefited  our  Corn-Trade. 
Then    Pomcrania   and    Q>)    Ireland^    having 


(rti)  Here  it  may  be  proper,  once  for  all,  to  adver- 
tife  the  Reader,  that  this  Piece  was  finiflied  A.  D. 
1754.  but  has  been  out  of  the  Author's  Hands  ever 
fince. 

{b)  Thrcefcore  Ships  brought  Corn  into  Luhlin  Har- 
bour, in  one  Week's  Time,  this  Year.  How  great 
then  muft  this  cafual  Advantage  have  been  to  us !  The 
Harveft  was  very  bad. 

had 


[in 

had  bad  Crops  laft  Haveft,  contribute  very 
much  to  the  Price  we  now  have.  We  might 
add  that  the  Grand  Seignior's  Prohibiting 
Corn  to  be  exported  at  prefent  to  any  Parts  of 
EuropCj  out  of  any  of  his  (a)  Dominions,  muft 
have  been  a  great  Piece  of  Service  to  us. 
This  Prohibition  is  not,  probably,  owing  to 
any  Enmity  towards  any  European  Power, 
hecaufe  it  is  general ;  and  the  ^urks  common- 
ly export  their  Goods  to  Enemies  as  '■joell  as 
Friends.  When  the  I'urks  and  Perfians  are 
at  War  with  one  another,  they  do  (h^  dif- 
continue  their  Trade  in  and  to  one  another's 
Dominions.  Such  a  Conjundtion  of  good 
Props  to  a  fmking  I'rade  will  not  probably 
happen  foon  again  ^  and  therefore  let  us  fub- 
ftitute  others  in  their  room ;  and  mt  depend 
on  Cafualties.  Now  is  the  Time  to  relieve 
the  poor  Farmers,  that  they  may  recover 
their  pafi  LofTes,  and  be  free  from  the  like 
PreflTures  for  the  future.  If  Care  is  not  ta- 
ken now,  do  not  let  us  wonder  hereafter  at 
the  Fall  of  our  Rents  :  Certain  Caufes  will  be 
attended  with  certain  Events  now,  as  here- 
tofore. The  Heedlefnefs  of  the  Englifh  Le- 
giflators  before  the  Year  1664.  was  faid  to 
be  the  Caufe  that  Rents  fell  then  1,600,000 
Pounds  per  Ann.  in  the  Kingdom's  Rental. 
If  our  Fathers  fuffered  Ship-wreck  by  Care- 
lefnefs^  let  us  not  commit  the  like  Error.    It 


(<i)  Mgypt  ufed  to  export  yearly  7,140,000  of  oiir 
Engl'p  Bufhcls  0/  T^leat  only. 

{a)  Doftor  Banfay  gives  us  this  Account  in  bis  Utii- 
verfal  TrawUer. 


is  perhaps  too  much  a  National  Error  among 
us  not  to  guard  againft  Contingencies.  E?'/g' 
lijijmen  are  commonly  pofTelTed  of  Intrepi- 
dity ('which  is  a  Quality  happy  enough  for 
the  Bulk  of  the  People  in  War,  whatever  it 
is  in  Schemes  of  Civil  Life^  ,  which  fubjefts 
them,  fometimes,  to  unexpected  Damages. 
It  has  been  laid  of  them,  that  they  feldom 
make  any  good  Laws,  till  fome  commoii  Ca- 
lamity caufes  them  :  That  fuch  Laws  are  the 
OfF-fpring  of  Danger  ;  and  that  is  the  Rea- 
fon  Dr.  Swift  fays  EngUJJsmen  can  feel  hht 
not  fee. 

If  we  fupport  our  Corn-Trade,  Money 
will  be  plentiful  among  all  Ranks  of  Men  5 
and  perhaps  it  is  better  to  chcvifjj  effe^ually  a 
few  of  our  greatcfi  7'rades,  (whereby  we  may 
get  the  better  of  other  Nations)  than  to  ftarve 
all  by  fmall  ineffeSfual  Helps  to  All.  If  we 
ad  in  this  Manner,  there  will  not  only  be  a 
new  Accefs  of  Money,  but  Foreigners  will 
leave  their  Money  in  our  Funds,  with  Con- 
tentment to  them  and  us ;  and  the  general 
Rental  and  Strength  of  the  Kingdom  will 
be  enlarged,  then  we  fliall  continue  raifing 
large  Quantities  of  Grain,  without  any  Fluc- 
tuation of  BufmeflTes  j  which  People  in  Di- 
ilrefs  are  apt  to  lubmit  to,  and  very  often 
for  the  v;orft  ;  and  then  if  our  neighbour- 
ing Nations  happen  at  any  Time  to  have 
great  Wants  of  Corn,  it  may  be  faid  of  us,  as 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  fai^  of  the  Dutch  and 
fome  of  the  Hans-Towns,  That  by  the  Sale  of 
Corn  in  fuch  Years^  they  ufed  to  be  enriched 
4  for 


[17] 

for  Sev€}2  afterwi^rds.  If  we  extend  what 
the  Knight  fays  elfe where,  according  to  Pro- 
portion, we  (hall  think,  he  was  right  in  what 
he  faid  j  for  he  has  obferved  that  they  drew 
for  Corn  out  of  E?2glaud,  in  one  Year,  about 
2,000,000  Pounds  Sterling.  At  that  Time 
our  Nation  v;as  little  more  than  above  one 
Half  as  Populous  as  it  is  now.  Now  there 
cannot  be  any  Thing  more  Beneficial  than 
the  Profperity  of  this  Trade,  nor  more 
Dangerous  than  the  Nort-encouragement  of 
it. 

Innumerable  are  the  Diflrefles  of  ouf 
Farmers,  even  among  thofe  who  may  be 
prefumed  to  have  good  Bargains.  The  In- 
advertency of  great  Men,  and  the  Arts  of 
Stewards,  in  granting  Bargains,  prove  that 
fuch  great  Mens  Eftates  are  commonly  cheap- 
ly rented  j  and  yet  many  calamitous  Com- 
plaints are  amongfl  them,  as  well  as  others. 
It  would  be  endlefs,  and  impoHible  to  enu- 
merate the  Tenth  Part  of  them:  All  I  (hall 
now  obferve  is,  a  certain  Duke  would  have 
had  a  great  Deal  of  his  Eftate  given  up  to 
him,  if  he  had  infifted  on  having  his  Rents, 
Another  Noble  Duke  (according  to  my  In- 
formation) has  vaft  Numbers  of  his  Tenants 
TiVho  owe  him  Three  Years  Rent, 


t>  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     11. 

Confiderations  on  the  Cattle  Tradcy 
and  on  the  Methods  of  Raijing 
the  Britifli  Rents, 

SINCE  the  UnioUy  fueh  vaft  Numbers  of 
Cattle  and  Sheep  come  into  Engla7:'d^ 
that  the  Profits  of  Pafturage  have  been  much 
diminifhcd.  This,  among  others,  is  a  con- 
fiderable  Reafou,  why  this  Kingdom  has 
gone,  fo  much  as  we  find  it  is,  wto  ^illagf, 
AS  the  Dernier  Re  fort  of  our  Farmer*,  for 
Profit.  I  think  there  are  not  more  than 
Thirteen  Counties  at  prefent,  where  Feed- 
ing and  Breeding  Cattle  is  as  much  encou- 
raged as  formerly.  In  Corn  Counties,  when 
Lands  reft  to  recover  new  Strength  and 
Nourifliment  for  Tillage  again,  great  Stocks 
of  Cattle  are  undoubtedly  bred  ;  fo  that 
even  in  the  prefent  Condition  of  our  Farm- 
ers Employment,  they  want,  and  deferve 
what  Relief  the  Legiflature  can  grant  them. 

Before  I  point  out  Ways  and  Means  of 
Relief,  I  Ihall,  for  the  Satisfadtion  of  my 
Readers  who  delight  in  Political  -Arithme- 
tick,  fhevv  them,  in  Part,  the  State  of  our 
I/^nd  Produ61:ion  formerly,  which  is  given 
us  by  very  eminent  Authors,  (I  wilh  I  could 

fay 
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fay  in  other  Particulars  Qa)  Faultlefs,)   and 

which   I,    according   to    my    Skill    in   fuch 

Things,  think  Right. 

/• 

The  Produce  by  Cattle,  in  But-^ 

ter,  Cheefe  and  Milk,  may  be>255oo50oo 
about     • '         J 

TheValueof  Wool,  yearly  Ihorn,-?  2  000  000 
about       3    '       ' 

The  Value  of  the  Flefh  yearly 7  ^^^ 

eaten       }  ' 

The  Value  of  the  Tallow,   and  7     ,^^  ^^ 

T-,.  1  r-      1         /^         1  r       000,000 

Hides  of  the  Cattle     S 

The  Hay  eaten  by  the  Cattle,  ■ —    1,000,000 

Total  9,450,000 


{a)  The  Calculations  of  Dr.  Davenant^  and  Mr. 
Gregory  K'ln^  in  the  Effay  on  the  probable  Methods 
•of  making  People  Gainers  in  the  BaTIance  of  Trade, 
as  they  arc  in  the  Hands  of  many  Political  Readers, 
I  cannot  pafs  them  by  without  faying;,  that  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fee  whether  they  are  Right,  or  not ; 
and  do,  with  all  Sincerity  and  Candour,  fay  I  have 
great  Reafon  ro  declare  fcveral  of  them  to  be  Errone- 
ous. Thofe  Gentlemen  were  Men  of  great  Ingenui- 
ty. Political  Arithmetick  being  then  in  its  Infancy, 
1  do  not  wonder  at  their  Faults,  but  am  Grateful 
towards  their  Memories,  for  their  Endeavours. 
The  good  Parts  of  Authors  tempt  me  more  to 
-found  their  Praife,  than  the  bad  their  Dilgracc.  Efi 
alifuid  prodire  temSy  fi  von  datur  ultra.  If  they  had  tra- 
velled through  moft  of  the  eonfiderablc  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  ihcy  might  have  been  free  from  fever al 
Miftakcs. 
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Whatever  Alterations  have  happened  in 
thofe  Things,  by  new  Courfes  of  Husbandry, 
the  Confideration  of  them  are  yet  of  high 
Importance  to  us. 

It  would  be  well  to  advance  the  Sale  of 
pur  Beef,  Butter  and  Cheefe,  by  encouraging 
Foreigners  to  take  them  from  us,  i^tjiead  of  the 
Irifh,  by  giving  proper  Bounties.  There  is  a 
Neceffiry  for  their  being  larger  ;  for  the 
Jrijh  Meat  is  Salted  much  cheaper  than  ours : 
'^'■jjo  l^hird  Parts  of  the  Sidt  they  nfe  for  Fo- 
reign Confumption,  is  fold  after  the  Rate  of 
Four  Shillings  per  Hundred.  If  fome  Addi- 
tional Duty  was  put  on  Tea,  and  Ale  fold 
in  Publick  Houfes,  Sc.  as  a  Fund  for  fucb 
Bounties,  (without  injuring  the  Revenues  of 
the  Government)  it  would  be  a  very  proper 
Help  for  this  Purpofe. 

Smuggling  JrifJj  Meat,  i3c.  into  England.,  is 
'cery  common  (and  much  to  our  Detriment) ; 
particularly  fmce  the  Revival  of  the  Salt- 
Duty  ;  among  innumerable  Inftances  of  fuch 
Praitifes,  I  have  {a)  Reafon  to  think  that 
a  Merchant,  who  employs  Thirty  or  Forty 
Ships  yearly,  viduals  them  chiefly  with  Iriflj 
Provifions.  I  intimate  fo  much  to  fliew  the 
Neceflity  of  enabling  feverer  Laws  than  we 


(4)  If  my  Informations  are  trup, 

have 
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have  at  prefent,  againji  Smuggling  Irlpo  Meat, 

As  our  Kingdom  is  an  Ifland  abounding 
with  Havens,  we  fuffer  very  much  hereby  ; 
particularly  in  the  Weft,  and  South- Weft 
Parts  of  it. 

It  would  be  a  Service  to  our  Landed  In- 
tereft,  if  our  Ships  going  to  Newfotmd-Landy 
and  other  Parts  of  the  JVefi-Indies^  were 
hindered  from  Vi dualling  in  Ireland. 

I  think  it  would  be  proper,  (efpecially 
as  Ireland  is  but  a  Day  or  two  Sailing,  ur  a 
little  more,  when  the  Wind  is  low  and 
calm  ;  and  as  Wefterly  Winds  are  known  to 
be  much  {a)  commoner  than  ^ny  others) 
to  limit  the  Ships  coming  frooi  Ireland^  as 
to  the  Quantities  they  bring  away  from 
thence  ,  for  I  find  our  Sea- Waiters,  or  Of- 
ficers of  the  Cuftoms,  fmce  an  expenfive 
Law-Suit  at  Liverpool^  and  in  the  Weft  of 
England,  are  fearful  in  Seifing  fuch  Provi- 
fions  on  Board  fuch  Ships,  unlefs  they  find 
it  landing,  or  afterwards.  They  are  told 
when  Iri^  Meat  is  in  the  Ships,  it  was 
bought  only  for  the  Ships  Ufe,  through  Fear 
of  a  long  Voyage  j  particularly  when  it  is 
only  a  Hogfhead  or  two  j  and  when  the  head 


(<»)  The  Weft  Winds  are  obferv'd  to  blow  two  Third 
Parts  of  the  Year  on  our  Coafts. 

Officers 
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Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  do  not  vifit  them„ 
The  inferiour  Officers  do  not  care  to  fubjec^l 
themfelves  to  a  Law-Suit.  I  do  not  fee  any 
Reafon  why  it  (hould  be  a  Hardfhip,  if 
£nglifti  Ships  Jhould  be  entirely  provided  with 
Englifh  Provifions.  As  they  are  employed 
fomewhere  or  other  all  the  Tear,  it  would  be 
but  an  inconfiderable  Damage  to  be  flocked 
with  a  Quarter's  Provifion  before-hand,  when 
they  went  an  /ri/6  Voyage. 

It  can  fcarce  be  faid  that  Owners  of  Ships 
are  too  Neccffitous  to  lay  in  two  or  three 
Months  Provifions,  before  they  undertake 
[iich  a  Voyage.  I  would  not  be  underftood 
to  exclude  them  from  buying  frefh  Meat  for 
prefent  Ufc,  whe7i  there.  If  this  fhould  be 
thought  too  Rigorous,  the  Quantities  brought 
(hould  be  fpecified,  as  hinted  before.  Every 
Ship  to  be  allowed  enough,  according  to 
her  Number  of  Seamen  j  and  the  Surplufage 
on  ending  the  Voyage,  to  be  fold  to  the  Of- 
ficers, Parifh-Officers,  or  others  at  a  reafon- 
able  Rate  by  the  Arbitrement  of  the  Minifter 
of  the  Sea-Port  Parifh,  having  a  due  Re- 
gard to  the  prime  Coft. 

It  is  too  Cuflomary  a  Thing  for  Boats  to 
go  off  to  Sea  two,  three  or  four  Miles,  to 
Smuggle  Provifions,  when  a  Ship  is  feen  com- 
ing from  the  IriJJj  Coaft.  Cuftom-Houfe 
Boats  feldom  watch  them,  which  do  not  re- 
turn *till  after  Night.  Duty  on  one  Side 
does  not  approve  of  as  much  Fatigue,  as  In- 
ter cfi  on  the  other. 

When 


When  IriJJj  Meat,  ^c.  has  been  feifed^ 
the  Parochial  Officers,  not  apprehending 
themfelves  to  be  charged  on  Oath  about  fuch 
Matters  J  have  fold  fuch  Meat  for  a  very 
fmall  Matter  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Ship,  and 
diftributed  the  Money  in  the  room  of  the 
Meat,  as  the  Law  direds.  Thus  it  is  found 
Cheating  is  no  Myftery  to  the  Meaneft  of 
People. 

Some  Mdfters  of  Ships,  who  trade  frequent- 
ly to  Ireland,  have  forborn  bringing  large 
Qiiantities  on  the  old  Parifh-Officers  going 
out  of  Oftice,  't'll  they  have  knovi^n  the  Na- 
ture of  their  Succeflbrs.  I  have  been  credi- 
hly  informed  fuch  h^ve  been  the  Proceedings 
of  fome  wary  Smugglers :  One  Man's  Plan  of 
Dealings  differs  from  another's. 

All  Agent  Vi^udlkrs,  and  thofe  concern'd 
in  Victualling  any  of  his  Majefty's  Ships, 
ought  under  fevere  Penalties,  and  Oaths,  td 
be  reflrained  from  purchafmg  Jr^JJj  Flefh, 
Butter  and  Cheefe.  We  have  great  Realbra 
to  believe  that  a  Prohibition  of  this  ICind 
will  be  very  Serviceable  to  the  Ptsblick  j  and 
that  in  War-time  particularly,  great  Stores  of 
thofe  Things  have  been  Qa)  Smuggled  into' 
thofe  Kingdoms  for  fuch  Purpofes. 


(^)  As  I  inrend  writing  a  Book,  called,  RefieBi- 
ens  on  the  Power ,  hterefi,  and  Trade  of  Brirain,  1  fliall 
(herein  point  out  fuch  Methods,  as  will  make  the  Pub- 
lick  Revenues  to  bo  better  paid  than  formerly, 

a  With 
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With  all  humble  Submlflion  to  our  Le- 
giflature,  I  fhould  think  that  when  the  Bal- 
lance  of  Power  in  Enrope,  the  Security  of 
Ourfelves  and  Trade,  or  the  Protection  of 
our  Allies,  requires  our  entring  into  a  War, 
that  War,  oji  our  Part,  ought  to  be  chiefly  car- 
ried on  by  our  floating  Caftles^  our  Men  of 
War.  Hereby  our  Money  would  be  prefer- 
ved  among  ourfelves,  in  ufing  our  own  Pro- 
vifions,  and  other  NeceiTaries :  It  would  only 
change  Hands  in  going  from  one  Englifli  Snb- 
jeSi  to  another.  An  EngUflo  {a)  Writer,  of 
Eminence^  fays,  that  in  fuch  a  War  the  Na- 
tion would  not  lofe  above  one  twentieth  Part 
of  the  Expence ;  and  that,  if  fit  Care  was 
taken,  ^c  not  above  one  Fortieth.  Sir 
William  temple  fomewhere  juftly  obferves, 
that  Land  Wars  on  the  Frontiers  of  Princes 
Countries  do  them  little  Injury. 

As  our  Exports  and  Imports,  by  Jojhua 
Gee^s  Account,  are  nearly  equal,  great  Land 
Armies  now  maintained  abroad  by  us  would 
in  a  few  Years  exhauft  a  confiderable  Part 
of  our  Cafh.  What  muft  be  the  Confe- 
quence  if  but  few  Hundred  thoufand  Pounds 
are  fent  into  Foreign  Kingdoms  yearly,  more 
than  we  receive  by  Dealings  abroad  ? 


{a)  Sir  William  Fetty  in  Books  of  his  hereafter  men- 
tioned. 


E  In 


[2(5] 

In  former  Times,  in  the  Reigns  of  Henry 
the  Seventh,  Henry  the  Eighth,  Queen  Eliza- 
Ictby  and  Oliver,  we  never  fent  large  Bo- 
dies of  Men  beyond  Seas  in  our  Qa)  Wars, 
particularly  in  that  Queen's  Reign.  Thofe 
who  urge  the  Cafe  is  altered  in  Europe^  fince 
that  Time  ^  and  that  Power  among  the 
Neighbouring  Kings  is  more  unequal  in  our 
Days,  have  not  fo  much  to  fay  for  their 
Opinions,  as  they  may  imagine  j  for  Philip 
the  Second  (of  Spaing  was  as  {b)  terrible 
then,  as  any  European  King  is  at  this  Time : 
Not  to  mention  his  numerous  Armies  in 
Flanders  ,  did  not  he  conquer  Portugal ; 
"Wage  War  with  France,  fend  out  his  invinci^ 
l>le  (fo  called)  Armada  againft  England  ;  and 
aflift  the  Irijh  Rebels  (c)  with  Men,  Money 
and  Ammunition  ?  Univerfal  Monarchy  was 
his  End,  though  his  Means  were  not  equal 
to  that  End. 


(/t)  The  laft  War  coft  24,168,871  Pounds /cr  the  bare 
Suhfifleme  of  the  Troops,  and  Suhjidies  to  Foreign  Princes, 
exclufively  of  our  Naval  Expences,  and  the  Charge  of 
^vanfports  ;  which  laft  Article  only  (of  the  Trans- 
ports) amounted  to  1,336,719  Pounds. 

(i)  Kir  g  James  the  Firft,  (when  only  King  of  Scot- 
land') fo  dreaded  the  great  Power  of  Philip,  that  he 
wondered  Queen  Elizabeth  would  venture  to  difpleale 
him,  in  joining  the  Allies  againft  him  ;  and  faid  as  fhe 
did,  he  Khould  have  the  Advantage  of  being  Fhilip'a 
laft  Mouthful. 

CO  The  EngliJI)  Hiftory,  Two  Vol.  O^avo. 

Our 
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Our  furnifhing  Qa)  Sea  Afliftance  (in  fome 
Conjunctures,  I  do  not  deny  but  it  may  be 
proper  to  aflift  our  Allies  with  Twenty  or 
Thirty  Thoufand  Men  of  our  Land  Forces) 
in  our  Wars  is  as  7iatnral  to  us,  as  Land. 
Forces  to  Powers  on  the  Continent.  In  all 
Matters  of  common  Defence,  6^"^.  between 
Nation  and  Nation,  in  Amity  with  one 
another,  one  Nation,  according  to  the  Laws 
of  Natural  Equity,  is  not  obliged  to  ad- 
vance more  Afliftance  againft  a  common 
Enemy,  than  may  be  (b)  wanted,  proba- 
E  2  bly. 


{a)  Which,  if  Cruifers  (as  the  Butch  did  formerly 
againll  the  Sfanlards)  are  employed,  will  be  of  vait 
Importance. 

(6)  Here  I  cannot  omit  animadverting  on  DefcQs 
in  fome  former  Treaties  of  mutual  Defence  and  Pro- 
teBion  made  between  us  and  other  Nations.  It  is  only 
(often)  Stipulated  that  our  Allies  fhall  aflift  us  if  wo 
are  attacked  ( I  do  not  mean  ofFenfive  Treaties;) 
which  IS  an  unequal  covfequently  an  unrea/onable  Engage- 
ment. As  we  have  few,  if  any,  tenable  Forts,  in  Cafe 
our  Enemies  fhould  Land  their  Troops,  we  may  be 
almoft  over-run  and  conquered,  before  our  Allies 
could  help  us  ;  and  therefore  they  ought  to  be  obli- 
ged (their  ftrong  Forts  make  their  Cafe  differ  from 
ours)  to  advance  a  fettled  Force,  whenever  demand- 
ed:  Otherwife,  though  it  may  be  neceflary  to  begin 
Hoftilities,  to  preferve  ourfelves  in  Time,  (and  that 
we  ought  ;  Preparations  againft  us  have  been  ofren 
privately  carried  on  within  thofe  Tvventy  Years  lad 
paft,)  without  publifhing  our  Grounds  of  Information ; 
and  to  do  as  we  did  when  we  deftroy'd  the  Sban'ijh  Fleets 
and  block'd  up  their  Galleons.  Our  Allies  may  fay 
they  are  not  obliged  to  follow  our  War  lijce  Motions, 

/  and 
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bly,  one  Time  or  other,  by  that  fame  Na» 
tion  or  Power.  Now  it  is  certain,  we  in 
England  fhall  never  Truft  (if  we  wanted 
Foreign  Help)  more  than  Twenty  or  Thirty 
Thoufand  Foreign  Soldiers  among  us.  Such 
a  Supply  of  our  Troops  is,  I  think,  equal 
to  Half  fo  many  more  of  mod  other  Na~ 
tions.  Many  are  the  antient  Inftances  of 
fuch  extraordinary  Goodnefs  in  our  Troops. 
General  Webb's  (^)  Vidtory  over  a  Gene- 
ral and  Troops  doing  their  Duty,  is  a  won- 
derful Confirmation  of  it. 

If  our  ufual  Sea-Force  will  not  fatisfy  the 
Demands  of  our   Allies,    we   may   augment 


and  that  we  are  the  AggrefiTors.  It  may  be  contrary  to 
the  Rules  of  Decorum,  for  a  private  Perfon,  not 
acquainted  with  the  Cabinet  Councils  of  Princes,  to 
fay  we  had,  In  the  Cafe  of  the  Galleons^  fuch  an  Anfwer 
from  France  or  Holland,  the  Hanover  Allies  :  Let  that 
be  as  it  will,  I  was  told  the  War- like  Stores  were  fuf- 
fered  (though  the  Spanrji}  Defigns  were  no  Secrets)  ia 
Sight  of  our  Ships,  to  be  brought  to  the  Spanip 
Army,  to  prevent  our  Allies  thinking  us  the  Jlggrejfors^ 
Such  Treaties  they  may  reap  Benefit  from  always  in 
their  Diftrcfs,  or  Want,  which  we  cannot.  There 
ought  to  be  more  Regard  to  the  Difference  of  Circum' 
fiances  between  us. 

(<i)  If  our  Seamen  in  Battle  are  forced  down  under 
cheHatchesof  their  Ships,  they  lofe  not  their  Courage ; 
but  glorioufly  ftrive  to  come  up  again  ;  the  French  de- 
fpair,  and  are  funk  under  fuch  Circumftances.  One 
of  the  French  Monarchs  (I  think  it  WAsCharles  the  Wife) 
ufcd  to  tell  his  Generals  not  to  fight  with  our  Troops, 
unlefs  they  had  extraordinary  Advantages  over  them 
firfi  of  all:  And  WOq  was  he  in  faying  fo. 

them 
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them,  arnd  bombard  the  Sca-Coaft  Towns 
of  our  Enemies,  (hut  up  their  Shipping  in 
their  Harbours,  and  ruin  their  Trade,  if 
their  Trading  by  Sea  was  fufficuntly  ob- 
ilrufted,  would  not  our  Enemies  lofc  the  Si- 
news of  War,  (^)  Money  ?  {all  Troops 
will  foon  mutiny  or  defert,  without  Pay- 
ment). 

It  is  well  known  that  Nation,  which  may 
be  the  moft  terrible  Power  to  us,  fupports 
its  great  Armies  chiefly  by  Kevenues  d€p€nd- 
ing  on  the  Profit  of  Commerce.  If  we  were  to 
differ  with  that  Power,  and  lord  it  much  m 
the  Ocean  in  the  Manner  now  advifed,  it 
would  be  cutting  of  one  of  its  Wings.  By 
our  Pofleflion  of  Gibralter  and  Port-Mahofi ^ 
and  a  vigorous  Spirit  (^)  in  Maritime  ylffairs^ 
we  might  eafily  reduce  the  Grandeur  of  the 
Southern  Powers  of  Europe. 

The  Strength  of  Trance  may  be  deprcfled 
by  keeping  Cruifing  Squadrons  at  Gibralter^  Mi- 
norcay  and  on  the  Coaft  of  Portugal.  That 
Landlord  muft  foon  become  poor^  whofe  Te- 
nants are  taken  away  from  him.     And  as  our 


{d)  T>e  Wit  in  his  Inrercft  of  Holland  fays,  that  the 
Dutch  loft  in  Thirteen  Months  500  Tun  of  Gold, 
and  145  Ships  in  the  A^editerrarieafi,  by  the  African 
Cruifers ;  which  proves  the  Benefit  of  Cruifers  in 
War. 

(fc)  Our  Endeavours  of  this  Sort  'twere  not  many  Jaji 
War .°  Land  Coaquefts  we  chidly  aicended  to. 

Ships 
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Ships  of  War  may  be  increafed,  it  vvill  be 
proper  to  have  a  great  many  Ships  of  fmall 
Force  (in  a  War)  to  be,  in  Fair  Weather, 
in  a  conftant  Courfe  of  Sailing,  to  fnpprefs 
Privateers^  and  feife  our  Enemy" s  Ships  of 
Strade,  The  Commanders  of  fuch  fmall  Ships 
Jhould  be  acconntahle  for  their  (a)  ^ime.  The 
Accounts  of  their  remaining  in  Habours, 
^c.  may  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Government 
by  its  Civil  Officers.  As  large  Squadrons  of 
Men  of  War  have  Aox.  very  many  Opportu- 
nities of  engaging  with  our  Enemy's  Ships  of 
Trade,  thofe  fmall  Ships  will  be  very  Ser- 
viceable :  One  Squadron  of  thofe  Cruifers 
(well  made  for  Expedition)  carrying  about 
Ten  or  Twelve  Guns,  7nay  be  fationed  about 
the  Iflands  of  Gnerafey  and  Jerfey  (there  is 
good  habouring  there) ;  and  I  think  they 
would  be  a  very  proper  Additional  Power 
to  our  Cruifing  Squadrons  of  fmall  Ships  at 
Minorca^  on  the  Coaft  of  Portugal^  and  at 
Gibralter^  (others  may  be  placed  on  fome  con- 
venient  Parts  of  our  own  Coafts,)  where  we 
may  hinder  any  Ships  to  pafs^  but  fuch  as  we 
pleafe.  A  Sea-War  thus  managed  would  im- 
poveriJJj  our  Enemies^  and  benefit  our  Allies. 
By  a  Sea  V^zx^*  chiefly^  Spain  loft  it  exorbi- 
tant Grandeur.  Befides  feveral  LoflTes  of 
Treafure  by  private  Adventures,  J]je  loft 
^wo  Millions   of  Money    in   Olivers  'J'ime ^ 


ia)  Why  may  not  they  be  always  at  Sea,  as  well  a* 
other  Ships  trading  one  where  or  other, 

and 
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and  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  Reign,  in  the  fame 
Manner,  /he  loft  more  than  'Twenty  Millions  of 
Ducats.  What  Power  can  fupport  itfelf  af- 
ter fuch  LolTes  ?  By  Mr.  Addifon's  (a)  Ac- 
count, the  French  King  in  his  laft  Wars 
could  fenck  and  maintain  ten  Regiments  /« 
Spain,  with  the  fame  Expence  England  could 
two.  The  Difference  of  Wages  and  Officers 
makes  the  Difference  in  our  Expences  to  be 
a^  three  to  one  j  five  to  one  is  much  worfe. 
Our  Debts  on  Account  of  the  laft  War,  and 
perhaps  an  Incapacity  to  borrow  fo  much 
Money  again,  will,  I  hope,  when  War  hap- 
pens, incline  us  to  that  Kind  of  War,  which 
will  make  our  Expences  circulate  among  our- 
felves. 


(<t)  In  a  Difcourfc  of  his  about  the  laft  War,  or 
his  Whig  Examiner. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     III. 

Conjiderations  on  other  Methods 
of  Relieving  our  Landholders, 

TH  E  Northern  People  raife  Corn  cheaper 
than  we  do  ;  Labour  is  not  as  dear  with 
them  as  with  us.  From  them  chiefly  the 
Dutch  are  fupplied  with  Quantities  for  their 
Markets  at  home  and  abroad.  Now  to  en- 
able us  to  reap  more  Advantage  by  our 
Com  Bufinefs,  it  will  be  necefTary  to  enlarge 
our  Bounty  Money.  The  Bounty  for  Wheat 
ought  to  be,  I  think.  Eleven-pence  per 
Bufliel  (eight  Gallons),  for  Barley  Five-pence 
Half-penny,  and  other  Grains  in  an  advanced 
Proportion.  SThe  Sinking  Funds,  or  fome  here^ 
efter  mentioned,  may  in  part  be  applied  for 
fuch  Purpofes.  It  is  an  ufual  Thing  for  a 
Trading  Nation,  when  any  great  Branch 
of  its  Bufinefs  (does  not  Corn  deferve  as 
much  Favour  as  other  Commodities?  )  is  not 
on  an  equal  Footing,  as  it  is  elfewhere,  to 
aid  it  with  fufficient  Bounty  Money :  If 
■we  give  too  little,  other  Nations  will  find 
Markets  when  we  cannot. 

Servants  Wages  are  by  much  too  high  ; 

and  for  Want  of  a  Power  of  Information 

cannot,  by  the  Laws  in  Being,  be  lower'd. 

If  they  were  unhired  after  the  legal  Warn- 

3  ing 
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ing  of  Departure  from  their  Mafters,  and 
obliged  to  agree  to  go  into  any  Mans  Ser- 
vice, who  was  willing  td  receive  them,  (for 
the  Wages  ordered  by  Authority)  without 
llofs  of  Time,  in  fuch  new  Agreement  ; 
fiich  quick  Contra>b  would  polTilly  leffai 
their  Wages  ;  provided  they  were  obliged, 
on  Oath,  to  declare,  whether  they  were 
(when  looked  for)  hired  or  unhired,  to  pre- 
vent falfe  Declarations. 

The  mentioning  Servants  puts  me  in  Mind 
of  a  Deficiency  in  our  Laws,  which  affeds 
our  Maritime  Counties  more  than  our  Inland 
ones ;  'uiz.  Servants  and  others  are  allowed 
to  go  to  our  Plantations  from  our  Sea-Coaft 
Counties,  as  well  as  from  the  reft  •  which  is 
a  Dir?.dvantage  from  which  they  defire  to  be 
freed  ;  and  that  too,  not  without  Reafon  ; 
for  the  heft  Corn  Prices  being  to  be  had 
near  the  Sea,  fuch  Counties  have  as  much, 
if  not  more  Corn  generally  in  them  than  the 
reft  i  and  therefore  ought  to  abound  with  as 
many,  or  more  Servants,  which  cannot  hap- 
pen, as  the  Cafe  is  at  prefent  •  for  moft  of 
our  Seamen,  computed  by  fome  (a^  170,000 
(this  is  the  Amount  of  our  Seamen  when  our 
Navy  and  Merchant  Ships  are  full)  are  raifed 
out  of  the  Maritime  Counties.  This  great 
Number   makes  a  great  Inequality  of  Ser- 


(a")  By  rhe  Police  and   Ingenious  Mr.  Moyle,  in  his 
Works. 
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vants  and  Labourers  ;  and  Prices  of  Labour 
muft  be  higher  in  fuch  Counties.  A  fmall 
Number  of  Hand*  conilantly  adds  to  the 
Price  of  Labour.  I  hope  the  Maritime 
Counties,  particularly  as  they  chiefly  furnijlj 
our  Nciual  Force  with  Men,  will  be  favoured 
fo  far  by  the  Legiflature,  as  to  have  an  Adl 
of  Parliament  made  to  prevent  their  Inhabi- 
tants going  beyond  Sea.  Such  a  Law  is 
much  wanted. 

The  Navigation  of  MUford  being  much  in- 
creafed  now,  by  what  it  was  formerly,  has, 
I  know,  added  much  to  the  Price  of  Ser- 
vants. Twenty  and  Two  and  Twenty  Years 
ago,  Head-Plowmen  (Bailiffs)  were  hired 
for  Fifty  Shillings  each  ;  but  now  fuch  Men 
have  commonly  Five  or  Six  Pounds  per  Ann. 
Other  Servants  have  in  Proportion.  Vafl 
Numbers  yearly  leave  the  Land  for  Sea-Ser- 
vice i  and  no  Doubt  but  the  Cafe  is  the  fame 
in  other  Places. 

The  more  Ale  we  export,  the  better.     I 

find  no  large  Quantities  are  fent  out  of  Fjig- 
land  at  prefent,  which  is  probably  owing  to 
too  little  Encouragement  from  our  Laws. 
This  Bufinefs  ought  to  be  particularly  for- 
warded i  for  it  benefits  leveral,  the  Farmers, 
Malcmen  and  Brewers  ;  and  confequently 
Ihould  meet  with  the  greateft  Favour  and  Re- 
gard: Proper  Premiums,  no  Doubt,  would  pro- 
mote it.  If  it  be  asked,  where  are  Funds  to 
give  them^  perhaps  additional  Impofitions  on 

Mar- 
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Alarria'ges,  Money  from  Sales  of  Efl-.itc^, 
(Part  of  fome  Foreign  Taxes  are  levied  out 
of  fucli  Things,  particularly  in  fome  Parts  of 
Italy  and  Swede7i^  Pofts  of  Profit  on  Entry 
mto  them,  and  fmall  Parts  of  Legacies  m;ghc 
be  allotted  by  Law  for  fudi  Ufes.  It  would 
be  no  unrcafonable  Thing  to  examine,  whe- 
ther a  Fund  out  of  fuch  Things  might  not 
be  eftablifhed  for  this  and  the  like  Purpofcs. 
Small  Abridgments  of  Prop:;rty  will  be  no 
Difcontentment  to  any,  who  wifh  the  gene- 
ral Good  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  Cheapnefs  of  Vrench  Wine  in  Ireland 
prevents  a  great  Quantity  of  our  Ale  being 
fent  into  that  Kingdom.  They  would  be 
very  Fond  of  our  Ale,  if  England  would 
prevent  their  having  any  Wine,  but  what  is 
firft  landed  in  England. 

The  Plantations  ought  not  to  be  fuffered 
to  bring  home  any  Wine,  when  their  Ships 
come  to  Europe.  If  they  had  not  any  Wine 
but  what  they  had  from  England^  the  Dear- 
nefs  of  having  it  in  that  Manner  would  in- 
cline their  Inhabitants  to  ufe  more  of  our 
Ale  and  Beer  than  they  do  at  prefent. 

Barley  would  fell  much  better  than  it 
does,  if  fome  of  our  Laws  about  Brewers 
and  Malfters  were  abrogated  ^  I  mean  thofe 
which  reftrain  Traders,  who  brew  and  malt 
for  home  Confumption,  from  fending  any 
abroad,  unlefs  they  lofe  the  Encouragement 
F  z  the 
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the  Law  allows  others  of  their  Bufinefs.     I 
think  the   Frauds,   which  are    the  Caufes  of 
luch    Reftraints,    might  be    guarded    againft 
by  fuch  De:.lcrs  and  their  Servants  juftifying 
their  A(ftions  on  Oath,  as  often  as  the  Laws 
fhall  direcl ;  and  by  having  Brew-houfes  and 
Malt-rooir.s   for   Exportation,    at   fome    Di- 
fl:ance  from  the  others,  liable  to  the  Infpec- 
tion,  ^^c.  of  the  Excife-Officers,  as  much  as 
fiTcill  be  thou,2,ht  proper  ;  and  to  all  other  ne- 
celTary  Pvcgulations.    Some  Frauds  would  hap- 
pen, be  the  Precautions  againft  them  ever  fo 
wife  ;    bur   I  think  they    might   be  fo  few, 
that  the   Nation    would    be   more    benefited 
than  injured   by  repealing  them  :    How  can 
we  e^^port  any  greit  Quantities  of  Malt  or 
Beer,  as  Things  are  at  prefent  ">     We  muft 
have  foreign  Correfpondents  in  tliofe  Bran- 
ches of  Trade,  as  well  as  others.     New  Be- 
ginners in   thoie  BufineiTes  are    poorly   pro- 
vided with  them,  and  feldom  fend  ss  good 
to  Market  as  old  Dealers.     Then  again,  very 
few  old  iMalfters  or  Brewers,  who  trade  con- 
fiderably    (and  they  are  the  moft  likely,  if 
not  the  only  Perfons,  who  find  out  good  Cor- 
refpondents,) will  drop  their  home  Trade  for 
what  is   Foreign  only.     Wars  m.ay  alter  the 
Courfe  of  fuch   Trade  ;    and  therefore  they 
v/ill  not  folely   depend  on    it.     Now    if  we 
confider  all  this  together,  does  it  not  feem  a 
plain   Cafe  fuch   Sort  of   Dealings  muft,  to 
ovir  great  Detriment,  be  very  inconfiderable  ?. 
Our  fmall  Exporration  of  them  at  prefent  is 
too  good   an  Atieftation  of  what  I  advance. 

I  have 
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I  have  heard  thofe  Things  too  juftly  com- 
plained of. 

It  will  be  proper  to  inquire  into  our  Di- 
ftilhng  Spirits  from  Barley,  or  other  Grain, 
whether  that  Trade  is  as  much  encouraged 
as  it  ought,  that  our  Neighbours  may  not  be 
on  abetter  Footing  than  we  are  on.  If  they 
can  afford  it  cheaper  than  we,  our  Bufmefs 
of  that  Kind  muft  IcflTen.  It  is  obferved  by 
a  (a)  Chymical  Author,  that  the  Dutch  Spirits 
prcferve  their  Flavour  on  Exportation,  bet- 
ter tlian  the  E7JgUpr>  on  Account  of  fome 
Art  they  ufe.  Poland  is  remarkably  famous 
for  excellent  Malt  Spirits ;  nay,  to  fuch  a 
Degree,  that  it  is  faid  the  Poles  make  no 
great  Uie  of  French  Brandy  ,  they  think 
them  to  be  very  little  Inferior  to  it.  All 
Arts  are  mere  Perfecl  in  one  Country  than 
another.  I  beg  leave  to  make  fome  Remarks 
on  the  laft  A-d:  of  Parliament  concerning 
fuch  Spirits.  It  is  ojdy  faid  therein,  that  Spi- 
rits for  Foreign  Ufe^  intitled  to  a  Bounty, 
mull  be  drawn  from  Corn.  I  fhould  think 
Spirits  for  home  Coufnmption  fhould  not  be  al- 
lowed to  be  drawn  from  any  Thing  but  Corn  ; 
in  that  Cafe  there  would  be  a  great  De- 
mand for  Corn  more  than  at  prefcnt.  I  be- 
lieve I  may  affirm  Spirits  (hipped  to  go  be- 
yond Sea  are,  on  Ship-board,  mix'd  by  the 


{a)  Boerhave  in  his  Arr  of  Ciij'miftry.    He  tells  how 
they  make  their  Spirits  bct;cr. 
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Mafter  with  French  Brandy.  I  have  made 
fome  particular  Inquiries  into  thofe  Things. 
Such  I  radlifes  are  not  guarded  againft  in  that 
A^i  \,  neither  docs  that  Law  fay  any  Thing 
about  Spirits  being  mix'd  v  ith  Brandy,  or 
any  Thing  elfe,  after  they  are  draivn  or  made, 
but  that  /;/  the  making  of  thcm^  no  Foreign 
or  Native  Materials  (perhaps  it  might  not 
b'C  ufelefs  to  add,  or  Liquors^  but  Co/n  fhall 
be  ufed.  It  is  not  faid  in  the  A6t  who  is  to 
fwear.  I  fhould  think  the  DiiHiler,  or  his 
head  Servant,  fliould  fvvear  on  the  Exporta- 
tion, about  their  being  drawn  from  Corn. 
The  Merchant  is  an  improper  Perfon  /;/  that 
Kefpe5l ;  for  as  he  buys,  lie  cannot  tell  whe- 
ther it  was  or  nor.  As  he  does  not  know 
the  contrary,  he  may  be  too  forward  in  his 
Oath.  The  Diftiller,  if  he  is  not  obliged  to 
[wear,  may  mix  other  Liquors  with  them 
after  they  are  dra'-jon^  or  draw  them  from 
fome  DrugSy  &c.  jointly  with  Corn.  If  thero 
fhould  be  any  Alteration  in  this  Law,  it  may 
be  neceflary  to  fvvear  the  Mafter  not  to  land 
the  Goods,  but  in  the  Port  where  it  is  faid 
they  are  intended  for.  If  this  Care  was  ta- 
ken in  other  Things,  v/here  there  are  Draw- 
backs, and  Penalties  on  him,  (a")  eafily  had 
by  the  Informers,  it  mi^ht  prevent  feveral 
Frauds. 


(/i)  Uncertainties  about  Times  of  Information,  and 
the  Want  of  fummary  VVays  of  gcttino;  Forfcirnres, 
binder  Icvcial  Seamen  to  inform  againft  their  Ma- 
ilers, ©'c. 

The 
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The  Merchant  fhould  be  obliged  to  fwear 
that  fuch  Spirits,  according  to  his  Belief,  are 
not  mix'd  with  any  other  Liquors  j  and  that 
he  will  not  diredly,  or  indiredly  order  or 
encourage  fuch  Mixture.  It  is  feldom  found 
there  are  too  many  Precautions  in  fich  Sort 
of  Things.  Having  obferved,  that  it  is  in- 
tended by  Malftcrs  to  petition  the  Parliament 
to  fubjed:  the  Diftillers  to  Duty  for  the  un- 
malted  Barley  they  ufe  in  diftilling,  I  think 
it  will  be  a  Hardfhip  that  ufeful  Body  of 
Men,  the  Diftillers,  ought  not  to  be  liable 
toi  it  will  difcourage  Exportations  too  much 
to  the  Advantage  of  Foreign  Nations ;  a 
Confequence  at  this  Time  to  be  mightily  at- 
tended to.  If  a  Calculation  could  be  made 
of  tlie  great  Quantities  of  Spirits  fhipped  off 
abroad,  more  than  in  Qur  own  Nation,  I 
fancy  they  would  defcrve  our  further  Fa- 
vour. 

The  Diftillers  are  the  Farmers  great 
Friends ;  what  would  become  of  our  Corn 
injured  by  bad  Harvejis,  were  it  not  for  Di- 
ftilling. 

The  preventing  fome  male  Praiflifes  among 
Ale -keepers  and  publick  Brewers  would 
add  to  the  Confumption  of  our  Malt  ^  to 
ftren^then  their  Ale  and  Beer,  it  is  ufual  to 
put  Moloftes,  hot  Drugs  in  their  Liquors  ; 
tiierehy  they  fave  a  great  Deal  cf  Malt,  to 
the  Detriment  of  their  Cuftomers  Healths, 

and 
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and  the  (^)  Farmers  and  Malfters  Profit. 
They  pretend  they  ufe  thofe  Things  for  re- 
fining Liquors ;  they  ought,  to  prevent  fuch 
Pretences,  to  be  confined  to  the  well  known 
Refiners,  V\' heat,  Flower,  Ifmglafs,  Sc  They 
might  be  fworn  not  to  put  any  Thing  un- 
allowed and  unexprefled  by  the  Law,  in  fuch 
Liquors  ;  and  that  they  will  not  allow  or 
encourage  their  Servants,  or  others,  to  do  it, 
diredly  or  indiredly. 

The  Engl'ifij  Tillage,  fince  the  dear  Years 
of  Corn,  (Six  Years  ago)  is  fo  great,  that 
a  Scarcity  of  Corn  at  home  again  cannot 
be  well  feared  ^  and  therefore  we  fhould 
have  our  Exportations  highly  encouraged. 

If  our  Colonies  of  New  England,  New 
Tork  and  Penfihania,  were  hindered  from  ex- 
porting Corn  to  Barhadoes^  Jamaica,  Virgin 
ma,  and  fome  other  of  our  Southern  Plan- 
tations ;  efpecially  as  we  might,  as  well  as 
ihcy,  fupply  the  Spanifij  Ifcjt  Indies  with 
Flower,  Sc  (by  the  Way  of  Jamaica')  our 
Corn-Markets  would  infallibly  rife.  The  In- 
habitants of  thofe  Colonies  following  other 
Bufinefs,  have  great  Want  of  Corn. 


(/t)  I  think  it  has  been  calculated,  that  a  ShllUrigs 
ii-orth  of  thefc  Things  prcvcDts  the  Ufe  of  tnvo  Shillings 
iiorth  of  Malr. 


It 
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It  would  not  be  Improper  to  know  what 
Quantities  of  Spirits,  (Rum  and  Citron  Wa- 
ter excepted)  are  made  in  thofe  Provinces, 
and  to  what  Markets  they  are  fent.  If  their 
Bufmcfs  interferes  with  ours,  it  ought  not 
to  be  allowed.  Why  might  we  not  fitpply 
their  Markets  at  home,  and  in  the  Spanijh 
U^eji  Indies. 

Our  Indolence  heretofore  (I  wifh  it  may 
hot  continue,)  has  been  a  good  Benefit  Ticket 
to  them.  We  do  not  always  know  the  true 
State  of  our  Plantations ;  and  when  our  home 
Trade  is  undermined  by  them,  in  feveral 
Particulars,  I  have  otfcrved  formerly,  that 
the  Informations  fent  our  Lords  Commifli- 
oners  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  have  not 
been  as  particular  as  tbey  ought  to  have  been. 
How  then  can  we  judge  whether  or  no  they 
are  injuring  their  Mother  Kingdom  ?  Aii 
annual  Account  of  all  their  Exports  and  /w- 
ports^  and  LaiiJS  concerning  Trade,  with  what 
other  concomitant  Intelligence  theii"  Gover- 
nors can  fend  us  an  Account  of,  we  ought 
to  be  acquainted  with.  Some  of  their  Go- 
vernors may  have  their  Reafons  hot  to  be 
very  exprefs  and  plain  in  returning  Anfwers 
to  our  Board  of  Trade  ;  however,  if  fupe- 
riour  Authority  exerts  itfeif,  we  may  find 
Methods  of  Difcovery. 

Dif^illing  fhould  be  hindered  in  Ireland. 

€8L  tt 


It  is  undoithtedly  proper  to  prevent  Ireland^ 
as  well  as  the  Plantations,  carrying  on  any 
of  the  principal  Bufinefies  of  our  own  Na- 
tion ;  particularly  the  Woollen  and  Corri 
Trades  ;  for  befides  Money  and  Markets 
being  taken  away  from  us,  by  their  being 
Sharers  with  us,  we  fhall  have  thereby  a 
great  additional  Number  of  unemployed  Poor, 
(whicli,  fince  the  Declcjifion  of  Farming,  /  have 
kno'xn  to  be  our  Cafe.'^  During  a  frofperous 
State  of  Tillage,  I  compute  there  are  near 
5,000,000  fubfifted  by  our  Land  and  Tfade 
Employments,  (including  all  Perfons,  young 
and  old,  in  working  Families,)  and  out  of 
that  Number,  it  is  faid,  there  arc  1,200,000 
who  get  their  Bread  by  Manufadures  ;  I 
think  this  Lift  Number  ought  to  be  greater 
2,000,000.  Thefe  Things  cannot  have  too 
much  of  our  Regard. 

We  ought  to  prevent  Export  at  ions  of  Corn^ 
&c.  out  of  our  Plantations  ;  (a')  fonie  of  their 
Grounds  being  not,  probably,  plowed,  fince 
the  Creation  till  this  Age  throws  out  immenfe 
Quantities  of  Grain  ^  and  they  follow  the 
Corn  Trade  chiefly^  except  Virginia^  Jamaica 
and  Barbadoes.  I  have  been  lately  inform- 
ed by  one  who  has  been  in  Penfilvania,  that 
there  are  between  two  and  three  hundred  Ships 


{ji)  Particularly  to  any  Parts  of  Europe. 

chiefly 


C  43  ] 

€hJefy  employed  in  carrying  Corn  from  thence 
Tear  after  Tear  to  the  St r eights^  Lisbon^  our 
Tobacco  and  Sugar  Colonies,  and  to  Ireland^ 
very  often. 

To  prevent  their  Exportation  (a')  they 
may  be  obliged  not  to  Till  more  Ground 
than  the  LcGjiflature  fhall  think  proper  for 
home  ufe:  Then  in  Times  of  Scarcity,  they 
themfelves  would  be  our  Cuftomers. 

As  we  could  have  Freights  home  from  our 
Colonies,  we  could  fend  Corn  there  cheaper, 
and  confequently  oftner  tljan  other  European 
Corn  Dealers  :  However,  I  think  others 
ousht  not  to  be  allowed  to  fhare  fuch  a 
Trade  with  us. 

Such  Regulations  and  Dependance  on  us 
(particularly  in  the  Sourthcrn  Provinces,) 
would  prevent  rebellious  Confederacies  among 
them  to  free  themfelves  from  the  Sovereign- 
ty  of  Britain  over  them. 

As  the  foregoing  Reftraints  are  highly  ne- 
ceffary,  they  ought  not  to  be  objeded  a- 
gainfV. 

I  do  not  know  by  what  Power  the  Diitth 
import  Corn  into  Ireland.  It  is  certain,  as 
they  have  always  Stocks  of  Corn  ready  by 

{a)  The  Northern  Colonies. 

G  s  them. 
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them,  they  often  go  to  Ireland  before  we 
can,  and  thereby  have  the  btft  Prices :  They 
hurt  us  much.  I  know  there  is  an  (<^)  old 
Ad:  of  Parliament,  which  does  favour  them 
and  others  in  fo  doing. 

Such  a  Law  when  it  was  made,  the  Til- 
\^^Q  of  this  Nation  being  then  different  from 
what  it  is  now,  did  our  Landholders  no  In- 
jury. I  fancy  their  Title  is  iucompatible  with 
a  rcafonahle  Conflrudion  of  the  Ad:  of  Na- 
vigation, (one  of  the  beft  Laws  ever  made 
for  us,)  which  fay?,  ^'  And  it  is  further  en- 
^^  adled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That 
''  no  Goods  or  Commodities  that  are  of  Fo- 
*'  reign  Growth^  Produdion  or  Manufacture, 
"  and  which  are  brought  into  England^  Ire- 
"  land^  Wales ^  the  I  Hands  of  Guern[ey  and 
*'  J^'^f^y-)  ^''  Town  of  Berwick  upon  ^wecd, 
*•  in  EngliJJj-huWt  fhipping,  or  other  Ship- 
*•  ping  belonging  to  the  aforefaid  Places,  and 
*•  navigated  by  Engl'JJj  Mariners,  as  afore- 
*'  faid,  fhall  be  fliipp'd  or  brought  from  any 
''  other  Place  or  Places,  Country  or  Coun- 
^'  tries,  but  only  from  thofe  of  the  faid 
''  Growth,  Produdion  or  Manufa<5lure,  or 
*'  from  thofe  Ports,  where  the  faid  Goods  and 


{a')  In  Edward  the  Third's  Reign,  which  allows  all 
Foreigners  to  import  Goods,  cTc.  of  all  Kinds  into 
Jrelnrd. 

If  Foreign  Corn  was  prohibited  to  be  tranfportcd 
from  one  Irijii  Port  to  another,  it  would  lefTcn  the 
importation  of  it. 

^'  CommO" 
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*'  Commodities  can  only^  or  are,  or  ufually  have 
"  been  firji  fiippcd  for  I'ranfportation,  and 
^'  from  none  other  Places  or  Countries,  under 
"  the  Penalty  of  the  Forfeiture  of  all  fuch 
*'  Goods  as  Ihall  be  imported  from  any  other 
''  Place  or  Country,  contrary  to  the  true  Inteiit 
*'  and  Meaning  hereof;  as  alfo  of  the  Ship  in 
*'  which  they  were  imported,  with  all  her 
"  Guns,  Furniture,  k3c. 

Now  it  is  well  known,  Holland  does  not 
afford  Corn  of  its  own  Growth  and  Produ£fi~ 
on,  to  maintain  a  ^-artcr  Part  of  its  own  In- 
habitants (^). 

Does  not  the  Reafon  of  this  A61:  prevent 

their  havi??g  a  Power  of  Importation  ?  Surely 
they,  who  have  fo  little  Corn  of  their  own, 
muft  be  fuppofed  toJJjip  what  is  not  their  own 
Growth  and  Produdion,  contrary  to  the  Mean- 
ing of  this  AB  ;  for  the  Future  therefore 
they  ought  to  be  denied  a  privilege  which  is 
contrary  to  this  A^.  As  we  cannot  ailually 
difprove  fuch  Corn,  when  imported,  to  be 
their  own  Growth,  we  may  be  help'd  here- 
in by  a  Law,  obliging  fome  of  the  Ship's 
Crew  and  M after,  to  fwear  they  believe  it 
to  be  the  Growth  of  Holland,  if  an  abfolute 
Prohibition  cannot  be  obtain'd.     This  may 


(rt)  The  Hiftory  of  BoUandy  in  Two  Vol.  Otlavo, 
gives  us  an  Account,  that  the  Hundredth  Part  of  the 
Corn  the  Dutch  export,  is  not  their  oivn  Gtoivtli' 

prevent 


prevent  or  lefTen  fuch  unreafonable  Importa* 
tions,  which  have,  'ere  now,  glutted  our 
Markets.  Through  a  Want  of  fuch  Regu-» 
lations,  the  EngUjlj  Merchants  and  Farmers 
have,  in  Times  of  Dearnefs  in  Ireland^  &c. 
been  deprived  of  their  juft  Rights,  advanced 
Prices.  It  v/ill  not  in  Eflfecl:  be  making  a 
new  Law,  as  much  as  intitling  us  to  the  Be- 
nefit of  an  old  one ;  which  we  and  our  Fore- 
fathers ought  to  have  enjoyed  long  ago. 

The  {a)  Spirit^  and  not  the  Letter  of 
Laws  relating  to  National  Interefts,  ought  to 
be  regarded.  All  Laws  of  Nature  and  Nar 
tions  allow  fnch  a  Conftruilion. 

I  will  join  with  any  in  wifliing  the  Pro^ 
fperity  of  Holland',  but  not  when  it  is  founds 
ed  on  the  Ruin  of  England. 

To  return  to  the  Plantations,  their  Ships 
coming  to  Ireland^  France^  Spain  and  Portn-^ 
gal  with  Corn,  hurts  all  our  Man  ii fa  flares, 
as  well  as  our  Farmers ;  thereby  they  carry 
home  the  Manufad:ures  of  tbofe  Nations,  to 
fupply  their  Wants.  Moreover  it  is  well 
known  that  the  Dutch ,  for  Cheapnefs  of 
Freights  frequently  hire  our  Plantation  Ships 
from  the  Mediterranean  to  Holland.  Then  as 
the  Dutch  work  feveral  of  their  Manufac- 
tures cheaper  than   we  do,  and   only   Half 

(«)  Qui  h<eret  in  literal  haret  In  cortice. 

Freight 
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Preight  being  to  be  paid  homewards,  the 
Dutch  Manufadures  and  India  Goods  are 
honght  cheaper  by  the  People  of  our  Nor- 
thern Colonies,  than  ours  when  we  export 
them  thither. 

The  wife  Spaniards  and  Portngucfe  do  'uo- 
luntarily  hinder  their  Plantations  in  America 
to  interfere  with  the  Manufa6lures,  which 
are  made  in  France  and  England^  as  well  as 
■with  thofe  which  are  made  in  Spain  and  Tor^ 
tugal:  Surely  then  there  is  much  more  Kea^ 
[on  for  us  to  prevent  our  Colonies  going  on 
with  their  Corn  Trade. 

There  are  other  Commodities  fufficiently 
profitable,  which  may  employ  them  fully^ 
without  injuring  us. 

The  honeft  judicious  Quaker,  JoJJnta  Gee^ 
who  deferves  a  Monument  to  be  erec- 
ted to  his  Memory,  for  his  [a)  Book  on  the: 

Trade 


(rt)  'Leivii  XIV.  was  very  remarkable  for  reward- 
ing valuable  Authors :  Such  Men  are  profitable  Mem- 
bers of  the  Commonwealth.  VeUr  the  Great  of  jU«/- 
covj  had  the  fame  way  of  afting  :  He  honoured  and 
favoured  fuch  Sort  of  Men  liberally,  and  of  his  own 
accord  :  He  efteemcd  them  as  Benefa£tors  to  himfelf 
and  People. 

I  here  take  the  Liberty  of  mentioning  a  fetv  fmall 
^ooh  of  great  Value  to  Gentlemen  who  would  be  in- 
ftrufted  in  our  Trade,  and  National  Aff^.}rit  without 
having   their  Underltandings  impofed  on  Uy  dejigning 
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Trade  and  Navigation  of  Britain^  has  told 
us  what  they  are,  'uiz.  Hemp,  Flax,  Raw- 
Silk,  Iron,  Pot-Afh,  Ships,  Cochineal,  rai- 
fing  Indico,  planting  Cocoa-Nuts,  ^c.  For 
the  Satisfaction  of  thofe  who  have  not  feen 
this  excellent  (^)  Book,  I  will  quote  fome 
Particulars  out  of  him,  relating  to  the  Sub- 
je61: 1  am  treating  of,  viz, 

L 
Encouraging  the  Sowing  Hemp^ 

and    Flax,    inftead   of   having>    300,000 
all  from  Kt^^ffia  to  fupply  us.     3 

Raw-Silk  to  be  made  in  Carolina^ 

and  Tenfilvania,  inftead  of  our  >    200,000 
having  it  from  Piedmont.  j 


and  fallacious  Writers.  To  the  above  add  Huet  on  the 
Butch  Trade,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Remains,  The  In- 
tereft  of  Scotland  cdnfider'd,  iir  WllliatH  Temple's  Ob- 
fcrvations  on  the  Netherlands^  QPi-  Sir  Williarfi  Petty  s 
Political  Anatomy  of  Ireland^  with  his  Verbum  Sapienti 
annexed  to  it.  His  Numbers  of  our  People,  and  his 
Account  of  our  Cafh,  feem  to  be  his  only  Errors. 
Philipps's  State  of  the  Nation's  Debts,  and  Moneys 
i&'-'c.  may  be  read  to  p.  38.  N.  B.  Sir  William  Pettyt 
in  p.  9.  is  falfly  charged  by  him  abour  our  Exports. 

(a)  Wherein  he  fhcws  how  our  Trade  may  be  bet- 
ter'd  5,000,000  of  Pounds  per  Am.  if  we  did  what 
ive  ought. 

Though  this  Sum  may  be  too  large,  the  Advance- 
ment ncvcrthclefs  may  be  wonderfully  great. 


s»  Encotj-^ 
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Encouraging  the  making  of  Pig- 
iron,  and  making  it  into  Bari 
Iron,    inftead   of   having    the^  ' 

whole  from  Sweden       

Making  of   Pot-Afh,   inftead  of  J 

having  it  from  R;//??^ S      ^°»°°° 

•Buildina;   Ships,    and    importins;? 

Timber  J"    '=°'°°» 


Making   Cochineal,    raifing   In- 

dicu,    planting    Cocoa   NutS5j>    100,000 

ec     ' — 


'■I 


The  Article  of  Timber  I  do  not  prefs  at 
prefent  ^  becaufe  as  Norway  lies  much  nearer 
to  us,  we  may  be  fupplied  much  cheaper,  by 
faving  Freight.  Perhaps  the  Iron  Article^ 
that  Part  of  it  which  comes  from  Swede?!  be- 
ing under  the  fame  favourable  Circumftan- 
ces,  will  not  admit  of  much  Encouragement 
from  our  Legiflature ;  but  the  other  Parti- 
culars, coming  chiefly  from  the  Bcthfiick 
Gulph  and  Petersburgh^  we  may  be  fupplied 
with  from  our  Colonies,  which  are  as  neat 
us  as  thofe  Places :  Our  Lands  are  cheaper 
fet  than  theirs,  which  is  an  encouraging  Ad- 
vantage. 

If  we  want  more   Encouragement,    we 

(hould  take  off  the  Duties  on  thofe  Goods 

for  fome  Time.     Knffta  is  obliged  to  fend 

jti  theij' 
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their  Goods  (a  great  Part  of  them)  five  or 
fix  hundred  Miles  before  they  fhip  them, 
which  would  not  he  our  Cafe.  That  Empire 
has  a  great  Ballance  of  Trade  againft  us, 
and  does  not  take  much^  comparatively  fpeak- 
ing,  from  us,  but  Bills  of  Exchange  and 
ready  Money,  and  have  almoft  their  own 
Prices  for  Hemp  (there  being  no  great  Quan- 
tities raifed  elfevvhere).  Our  Woollen  Ex- 
ports to  that  Country  are  not  what  might 
be  expected.  It  is  unneceffary  to  obferve, 
that  their  great  Ufe  of  Fur  Cloathing,  is  our 
Detriment.  The  Kuffians^  do  what  we  can, 
•will  receive  enough  of  our  Cafh  for  their  Li- 
nen Cloth,  Linen  Yarn,  Kttjjia  Leather, 
^c.  we  fnall  afterwards  remain  great  Cu« 
itomers  for  their  Goods. 

If  the  two  Articles  of  Iron  and  ^imher  (the 
hewing,  drawing  and  working  up  Timber 
into  Pipe  Staves,  ^c.  would  Jikely  require 
more  Hands  than  we  could  fpare,  the  other 
Particulars  being  well  attended  to)  were  eX'^ 
eluded  in  our  Improvements  (I  mean  more  than 
they  are  at  prefent)  in  America,  our  Gain 
would  be  fufficicntly  great  ;  no  lefs  than 
6,30,000  Pounds  per  Annum  j  they  have 
People  enough  to  manage  and  go  on  with 
fuch  Improvements  j  fo  many  Perfons  that  are 
:iow  employed  in  tillage,  ^c.  would  be  fufficienf 
(in  old  England  it  has  been  computed,  that 
there  are  no  lefs  than  near  3,000,000  of  Peo- 
ple, now  fubfifted  by  Agriculture).  If  the 
Woollen   Bufmefs    was  difcouraged,    there 

would 
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■would  be  more  than  enough.  It  might  no£ 
be  improper  to  fvvear  their  Governors  to  give 
^//,  and  the  truefi  Intelligence  they  can,  of 
the  State  of  our  Colonies.  How  great  mult 
their  Dealings  be  in  thofe Things?  In  1732. 
they  fhipped  off  froin  London  only  12,660 
Woollen  Cards, 

To  return,  their  Lands  are  very  fit  for 
Hemp,  [See  Gee']  and  well  cleared,  at  leafl, 
enough  for  all  the  Purpofcs  we  can  defire. 

To  fay  there  have  been  Bounties  formerly 
given  for  Hemp,  does  not  leiTen  the  Force 
of  what  is  advanced  -,  for  we  may  well  know, 
as  Tillage  was  fo  profitable  to  them,  as  is  be- 
fore noted,  they  did  not  forfake  the  Employ- 
ment of  their  Fathers,  for  new  Improvements 
(their  Lands  or  People  could  not  do  two 
Things  at  once).  If  Compulfory  Laws  were 
made,  and  Bounties  continued,  they  muft 
and  would  alter  their  Bufinels,  and  lefleii 
the  Kujft^  Importations,  without  Prohibiti- 
ons. It  cannot  be  fuggefted  that  the  French 
Settlements  would,  on  the  ceafing  of  the 
Corn  Trade  in  our  Colonies,  go  into  the 
Corn  Trade,  they  have  not  Lands  enough 
cleared  for  fuch  a  Purpofe  -,  they  now  carry 
on  BufinefTes  more  fuitable  to  their  Circum- 
ftances  (not  to  mention  the  common  Preju- 
dice of  all  "Nations  to  alter  the  Employment 
they  have  been  moft  ufed  to).  If  they  were 
well  difpofed  for  fuch  an  Alteration,  they 
H  2  could 
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could  not  efFe<5l  it,  to  any  great  Purpofe,  fe- 
veral  Years  yet  to  come. 

The  encouraging  Hemp,  Flax  and  Raw- 
Silk,  there,  would  be  a  double  Benefit  ^  it 
would  afford  Labour  for  our  People  at  home. 

If  there  fhould  ftill  be  wanting  farther  en- 
couragements, Bounties  might  be  enlarged 
by  cafual  {ay  Funds,  fuch  as  were  in  King  ^/^ 
Ham's  Time,  on  Births,  Burials,  Marriages, 
Bachelors,  i3c.  according  to  the  feveral 
Ranks  of  People. 

Our  Northern  Colonies  injure  England  in 
fo  high  a  Degree  in  our  Manufadtures,  as  well 
as  Corn  Trade,  that  I  hope  all  will  unite  in 
reforming  fuch  Abufes.  To  make  this  Point 
a  little  clearer,  I  fhall  mention  fome  Fa£is. 
(J?)  The  Northern  Colonies,  at  prefent,  fays 
a  late  Writer,  produce  much  the  fame  Com- 
modities as  Great  Britain  ;  efpecially  New 
England,  Nrjo  Tork,  and  Penfilvania  ^  and 
they  have  fet  up  feveral  of  our  Manufac- 
tures (the  12,660  Cards  exported  in  Twelve 
Months  is  no  fmall  Specimen)  fuch  as  Wool- 
len, Camlet,  Linen,  Hats,  Leather,  Wrought 
Iron,  Bridles,  Saddles,  Harnefs,  Beaver- 
Hats,  Wheat,  Cyder,  Flower,  Malt,  Li- 
quor, Butter,  Cheefe,  Soap,  Candles,  Chairs^ 


(rt)  See  6  ep  7  n'.  &  M. 

{b)  See  an  Account  oflFercd  the  Publick",  When  the 
Sugar  Bill  was  depending. 

Cabinet 


in  ] 


Cabinet  and  Turners  Ware  (a).  They  can 
have  no  Want  of  People,  particularly  as 
their  Exports  of  all  Kinds  are  now  fo  grent^ 
as  to  employ  near  looo  Ships  and  Sloops  to 
our  Southern  Plantations,  and  the  European 
Markets  (fee  a  Book  called  I'he  Plan  of  Com- 
merce'). 

As  the  greateft  Value  of  thofe  Exports 
confifts  in  Corn  and  Grain,  fome  fhort-fight- 
ed  Reafoners  will  fay,  we  fhall  advance  the 
Dutch  Corn  Intereft  as  well  as  our  own  ^ 
and  then  we  fhould  not  be  fo  Fond  of  fuch 
an  Expedient.  It  will  be  better  our  Neighbours 
fhould  receive  (b)  fome  Benefit,  than  that 
all  the  Britifh  Farming  Intereft  fall  into  Ruin. 

Let  us  no  longer  imitate  the  foolifh  Fafhi- 
ons  of  the  French^  and  negle^^l:  imitating 
them  in  Affairs  of  Cbmmerec.  They  wifely 
reflrain  tlieir  Plantations^  fucking  out  the 
Heart's  Blood  of  their  Kingdom,  by  carry- 


(tf)  How  little  they  take  of  our  Alannfaftirrcs,  roajr 
appear  by  comparing  thofe  three  Colonics  with  our 
others.  It  has  appeared  by  Accounrs  laid  before  the 
Parliament,  that  our  Sugar  Colonies,  which  do  not 
contain  above  one  Twentieth  Part  of  the  White  Peo- 
ple, the  others  do,  took  of  our  Manufaftures  ia 
Twelve  Years  2,46^,038  Pounds  more  than  the  reft. 

(i)  We  can  and  ought  to  exclude  them  from  fup- 
plying  our  Colonies  of  Nevisy  Ante^oa,  St.  Chrifiophers, 
Jldontferatf  Carolina f  Barbadoes^  Bermudas ^  Virginia  and 
Jamaica. 


in^ 


I  Hi 

ing  on  the  (a)  fame  Bufinefs  as  is  carried  on 
in  France, 

If  we  are  not  too  Wife  to  change  old 
Opinions,  and  to  imitate  the  Good  of  bad 
Men,  let  us  follow  the  Example  of  Crom^ 
well:,  in  putting  the  higheft  Value  poffible  on  the 
Corn  Trade.  That  Ufurper,  who  was  fub- 
tile,  deep  and  c;rcumfpe<5t,  {b')  who  gave 
every  Thing  of  Value  due  Attention  ;  who 
took  not  Appearances  for  Realities,  and  who 
did  not  negled  great  political  good  Points 
for  a  few  Inconveniences  attending  them, 
knew  there  was  not  any  Thing  that  could 
have  benefited  England  more  than  enlarging 
its  Corn  Trade,  though  then  in  (c)  Em- 
brio.  His  firong  Attempts  in  treating  with 
Holland^  to  expel  them  from  dealing  in 
Corn,  and  his  infifting  on  its  being  to  be 
reckoned  a  contraband  Commodity,  if  met 
on  the  Seas,  as  ive  are  told  by  a  moft  famous 
(i)  Dutch  Author,  Ihew  us  his  Sentiments 
in  this  Matter. 


(a)  Supplying  thofe  Places  only  would  be  a  won- 
derful Profit  to  us. 

(t)  He  improved  himfclf  herein  by  feekitig  w/f  every 
where  fuch  Sore  of  Men.  They,  who  were  in  any 
Rcfpeft  excellenr,  had  his  Ear  and  Favour. 

(c)  If  he  could  have  gained  that  Point,  England 
would  Toon  have  tilled  more  largely. 

(<i)  Ve  Wit  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland* 


Since 


Since  he  would  have  exercifed  fucb  a  Pow- 
er, if  he  could,  over  a  Foreign  State,  let  us, 
animated  with  the  fame  Zeal  for  England  ^ 
exercife  the  like  Power  over  oui'  Plantations^ 
which  are  Jio-ju  much  cleared,  (though  72ot 
then)  of  Wood.  If  they  had  been  then 
under  Tillage  as  much  as  now,  we  may  eafiiy 
imagine  what  would  have  become  of  them. 

I  hope  Gentlemen  in  Power,  as  they  know 
their  Duty  to  their  Country,  will  not  adl 
like  Medea,  to  know  Good,  and  not  do  it. 

"The   CONCLUSION. 

IF  the  Landed  Intereft  fhould  be  in  the 
like  Diftrefs  as  it  ivas  lately^  it  would,  in  all 
Probability,  in  three  or  four  Years  after- 
wards^ end  in  the  Ruin  of  Trade  and  Na- 
vigation, as  well  as  Husbandry.  The  Tradef- 
men    having   loft   their    heft   (^)    Cnjiomersy 


C«)  Every  Fifry  Farmers  of  200/.  Stock  in  Bu(i- 
nefs,  do  neceflarily  lupport  and  maintain  1,100 
Tradermen  end  Artificers,  uz.  Bucchcr>i,  Bakers, 
Carpenters,  Smiths,  Bracers,  Ironmongers,  Rope- 
makers,  Shoemakers,  Grocers,  Chandlers,  Shop-keep- 
ers, Makers  of  Hats,  Clothiers,  Taylors,  Pcwtercrs, 
Coopers,  Flax-Drcflers,  Linen  and  VVoolJen  Weavers, 
gcc.  fevcral  other  Sorts  which  ir  would  be  tedious 
£0  enumerate. 

The  frozen  bcnumming  Temperature  of  the  Winter 
docs  not  damp  the  Growth  of  Vegetables  more,  than 
the  Poverty  of  Farmers  doth  the  Intereft  and  Spirits 
cf  Tradefmcp, 

would 
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Would  be  unable  to  carry  on  their  Bufinefs, 
Freights  would  be  few.  Landholders  would 
defcend  from  bad  to  worfe.  Rents  would 
be  generally  ill  paid,  and  at  laji  unpaid  j 
Lands  would  be  unmanur'd,  and  other  Ad- 
vantages neglefted  (the  common  Cafe  of 
Poverty)  and  thereby  the  Rents  of  the  King- 
dom, which  may  be  kept  up  if  the  Methods 
laid  down  are  purfued)  within  five  Years 
Time,  reduced  near  1'bree  Millions  per  Ann. 
lefs  than  at  present.  Every  rational  Practical 
Farmer  can  tell  you  tJje  Odds  between  ma- 
fjur^d  and  unmanned  Lands  ;  and  the  different 
Confequences,  and  thereby  fhew  that  fuch  a 
Reduction  is  not  imagijiary  only.  The  Re- 
verfe  of  thofe  Methods,  which  chiefly  raifed 
the  Value  of  Lands  from  King  Ja7nes  the 
Firft's  Time,  when  ivc  began  to  imitate  the 
Netherland  Husbandry,  to  the  prefent,  mtifi, 
when  they  happen,  abate  the  Value  of  them. 
What  I  mean  is,  that  fowing  Grafs-Seeds, 
Inclofures,  and  manuring  Lands,  being  neg- 
le6led  and  difufed  in  fuch  a  State  of  Misfor- 
tune,  muft  have  fuch  a  Confequefice.  Thofe 
great  Improvements  in  Husbandry  were  not 
common  (particularly  Liming,  Sanding,  and 
ufing  Coal  Alhes)  not  I  think  till  (^)  Charles 

the 


(<z)  Hard  was  the  Fate  of  the  Landed  Intereft,  not 
to  flourtlh  much  till  then.  Several  Particulars  prove 
to  us  that  the  Moncy'd  Intereft  had  better  luck  ; 
vrhich  may  be  proved  by  large  Stocks  of  Money,  be- 
fore that  Time^  in  our  Nation.  Herify  the  Seventh, 
5  pilf 
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the  Second's  Reign,  when  the  EfFe6b  was 
feen  by  giving  a  great  many  Years  Purchafe 
for  the  Freehold  of  Lands :  Trade  flourifh- 
ing  helped  in  a  certain  Proportion.  Perhaps 
the  Tradefmen  ufe  and  confume  of  the  Pro- 
duct of  the  Land  (as  Trade  is  at  prefent) 
between  3  and  4,000,000  Pounds  per  Ann. 
And  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Freeholders, 
and  others  not  Tradefmen,  ufe  of  our  oison 
ManiifaBiires  13,000,000  Pounds  per  Ann. 
I  have  tried  thefe  Eftimates  by  fome  Rules 
/";;  Political  Arithmetick.,  which  feem  to  juftify 
the  Truth  of  them:  Whoever  diflikes  them 
may  reje6l  them. 

I  hope  the  Giicirdians  of  our  Liberties  and 
Properties    (not  imitating   too  many  of  our 


our  Hiftory  tells  us,  left  at  his  Death,  in  his  private 
Coffers  at  Richmond  1,800,000  Pounds  Sterling,  not- 
wirhftanding  his  Plundering  by  Epfom  and  Dudley. 
How  great  muft  have  been  the  Stock  of  the  Laity  and 
rkh  Cleriry  in  that  Age?  There  was  a  great  Qiiantity 
of  Money  in  Queen  Elizabeth'a  Time,  who  followed  the 
Steps  of  Henry  the  Seventh ,  in  incoura^ing  Trade.  A 
great  deal  of  Money  was  coined  in  King  fames  the 
tirft's  Reign;  For  from  the  4; ft  of  Elizabeth^  which 
was  Anno  1599.  to  the  Year  1638.  there  were  coined 
11,679,355  Pounds  Sterling,  a  wonderful  Sum  of 
Money  at  that  Time;  efpecially  confidcring  the 
fmall  Sums  annually  laid  out  then  for  Foreign  Goods. 
Thefe  Things  prove  that  the  Value  of  Land  was  but 
inconfiderable,  when  the  Monied  Intcreft  and  Trade 
prorpered  confiderably  ;  though  the  Flourifhing  or 
Declining  of  Trade  and  Land  Profits  niuft  afFeft  each 
other's  Condition  for  the  better  or  worfe,  it  does  not 
do  fo  in  fo  high  a  Manner^  as  fevcral  have  been 
laught  to  think. 

I  Coun- 
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Countrymen,  who  judge  of  Matters  they 
do  not  fee  or  feel,  not  more  than  as  Mat- 
ters of  Speculation  and  ulelefs  Refinement,) 
will,  out  of  Affedbion  to  themfelves  and  Coun^ 
try,  do  all  in  their  Power  to  fupport  the 
Landed  Intereft.  There  have  been  fome- 
times  mighty  Enquiries  about  fome  National 
Interefts  ;  but  they  have  frequently  pafTed 
away  too  foon  ;  however,  the  prefent  Sub- 
je(5t  is  of  fo  much  Importance  to  all  Ranks 
of  Men  among  us,  that  I  hope  it  will  meet 
with  all  the  Attention  due  to  it. 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. 
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